
Johann Künzel
Aka Johann Kuenzel, John Kinzel
or 
How I met my German Cousins



The Itinerary
PDX to Amsterdam
Fly to Copenhagen
Train to Växjö (Visit Emigration Center)
Train to Kalmar
Flix Bus to Stockholm
Fly to Munich
Drive to Arzberg (Visit Künzels)
Drive to Berlin
Train to Munich
Train to Salzburg 
Train to Munich (Visit Grüenwalds) 
Tour Starts in Munich
Tour End in Köln
Fly to Amsterdam
Fly to PDX 
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PDX



John Kinzel Story

• Born in Arzberg, Wunsiedel, Koneigreich Bayern, 
29 June 1834

• Trained as a baker 
• Emigrated to US arriving in NYC 14 Jun 1853
• Met John Sheffer, confectioner in Adrian MI
• Formed a partnership with Charles F Smith in 

1874
• Married Miss Barbara Stroebel of Ida, MI
• Together had 6 children
• Parents both born in Arzberg, his mother died 

there in 1865 and his father still lives (c. 1879)
Page 289-290 History And Biographical Record of Lenawee County, Michigan: Containing a History of the Organization 
And Early Settlement of the County, Together With a Biographical Record of Many of the Oldest And Most Prominent 
Settlers And Present Residents, Obtained From Personal Interviews With Themselves Or Their Children ....Adrian, 
Mich.: W. Sterns, 18791880.  Accessed 27 Feb 2023 (link)
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https://www.google.com/books/edition/History_and_Biographical_Record_of_Lenaw/ZQTiAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=kinzel


John Kinzel Confectionary

Images of America, Adrian, Page 37. Julieanna Frost Published 2011 by Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, SC.
ISBN 978-0-7385-8282-5 Accessed via Google Books 27 Feb 2023 (link)
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https://books.google.com/books?id=XiP-ylrtpLAC&pg=PA37&lpg=PA37&dq=kinzel+confectioners&source=bl&ots=7mRB7Vxz3G&sig=kRly3oz9lDAVZh5fFb3tRraso2o&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Zw9OU6XbD6ig2QWVuYCABg


Birth Place
29 Jun 1834

Arzberg, Wunsiedel, Bavaria

Wunsiedel is a Landkreis (district) in the northeastern part of Bavaria, Germany. Neighboring 
districts are Tirschenreuth, Bayreuth, Hof, and to the east the Czech Karlovy Vary Region. Wikipedia
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wunsiedel_(district)


Kinzel Tree 
Ancestry, Family Search, FTDNA, MyHeritage
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Charles J 
Kinzel

Barbara 
Stroebel

Johan 
Künzel

Joan 
Hickey

Stephen J 
Kinzel

Helen 
McIntyre

Lesley 
Kinzel Hedwig 

Stange

Charles J 
Kinzelb. 1925 Merrill, WI

d. 1979 La Grande, OR

b. 1897 Merrill, WI
d. 1952 La Grande, OR

b. 1873 Adrian, MI
d. 1942 La Grande, OR

b. 1834 Arzberg, 
d. 1896 Adrian, MI

b. 1959 La Grande, OR



The newest Kinzel: Genevieve Elise b. 10-10-22
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Kellie Kinzel (aunt) , Catie Kinzel (mom), 
Benjamin Kinzel (Dad)



Leslie K 
McIntyre

Charles 
Kinzel 

Stephen 
Kinzel

Julius A 
Kinzel

John Roy 
Kinzel

Mark 
Kinzel

Helen M 
McIntyre

Ancestry
Ancestry to FTDNA
FTDNA
My Heritage
Alive but not testedBarbara 

Stroebel

Hattie
Stange

3C
(Mark Kinzel)

51 cm

Charles J 
Kinzel 

Kinzel / Stroebel
Ancestry DNA Matches

Robert K 
Kinzel Samuel 

DeRuse
Est. 3-4C
181 cm

R.F
(female)

Est.4C
(pddepew)

37cm

Christine 
B Kinzel

Roy 
Finney

2C1R
(Roy Finney)

115cm

J Myers
(female)
Est.4-6C
(J Myers)

31 cm

Thomas 
Woelmer

Est.4-6C
(Thomas Woelmer

23cm

Christopher
Finney

3C
(Christopher Finney)

61cm

Private 
(male)

Sharon 
Watts

3C
(marsh2031)

33cm

Francis 
Kinzel

Vernon C 
Watts Jr.

Craig 
Faller

Est.4-6C
(craig faller)

65cm

Diane 
Kamenear

3C
(Mark Kinzel)

26cm

3C
(davidd1458)

12cm **

Charles 
Kinzel

Carolyn J 
Kinzel
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billstotz
(male)
Est.4-6C

(billstotz)
37cm

Walter 
Stotz

Est.4-6C
(walter stotz)

21cm

David 
Delger

John 
Kinzel

William H 
Kinzel

Dennis C 
Kinzel

Quinn 
Bond

3C
(Quinn Bond)

35 cm
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FTDNA Y-67 Testing

Not exactly the treasure trove

Only confirmed match is Mark 
Kinzel 

Only Joachim Forker responded

All others their email bounced or 
wouldn’t reply



My Brick Wall
• Had a birthplace in old world

• Had a birth date in old world

• Had an immigration date
• Had a hometown in the US

• Where to find the next clue??????
• Who are His Parents?
• Does he have Siblings?
• Who are His Aunts and Uncles?
• How did he get to the US?
• Why did he leave Bayern?

Chuck Kinzel - GFO German SIG 10
The Asylum Food Cart Pod – SE 11th & SE Hawthorne



My Heritage Smart Match™
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Johannes birth in Arzberg
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Die ledige Ursula Catherina, älteste Tochiter des H. Lieut. unter der 
hiesige National Garde des Bäkermeisters wurde am 29. 
Nuenundzwanzigetnsten Juni 1834 früh gegen 8 Uhr von einem
ausserehelichen Knäblein entbunden welche dieselbe mit ihrem
Verlobten dem dermaligen Bäkergelesllen Georg Künzel dahier erzeught
hat u. welches am 13 Jul. c.getauft u. gennennt wordes is John Dieses 
Kind wurde durch die am 19 Okt. 1834 erfolgte Trauung legaliesiert.  Der 
Vater isd der Bäckermeister Johan George Künzel dahier, bezeuget
solches mit seines Names Unterschrift Johan Georg Künzel

Unmarried Ursula Catherina, H. Lieut's oldest daughter. under the local 
National Guard of the master baker, an illegitimate boy was delivered 
early on June 29th,1834 at around 8 o'clock, and she and her fiancé, the 
then baker's glee Georg Künzel, gave birth to him there. which was 
baptized on July 13th c. named is Johan This child was legalized by the 
marriage on October 19, 1834. The father is the master baker Johan 
George Künzel there, attests to this with his name, signature Johan 
Georg Künzel

Script to German by Walter Spengler, Pastor retired.  From The Family History of  Christophe Friedreich 
Künzel from Arzberg and his wife Karoline Schmid from Schwabmünchen, grandparents of Pauline 
Crescentia Friderike Spengler [geb. Künzel] c 1981. 

Translation to English by Google translate 
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Last Will of John Kinzel
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The text highlighted:

….  I give, devise and bequeath my estate and property, real 
and personal as follows:  That is to say, to my brothers and 
sisters (six in number) namely: Mararetha, Anton, Frederick, 
Wofgang, Andrews and Babetha Kuenzel , or their heirs, the 
sum of two hundred dollars each, to be paid to them in three 
months after my death. 

Also, to my children, to Fred Kinzel the sum of one thousand 
dollars, Geo. Kinzel, the sum of fifty dollars, Anna Kinzel, the 
sum of fifty dollars.  The balance of real and personal to be 
divided share and share alike to Julius, Carl [Charles] and 
Henrich Kinzel. 

Source: Adrian Evening Telegram, Thursday 09 Jan 1896, 
Page 3, Adrian, MI. Accessed via Genealogy Bank 



Lawsuit by 
Anton v. Estate of J. Kinzel
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• Anton is found to be in Toledo, OH
• Multiple Articles in newspaper of 

visits to Toledo by Johan’s children
• Anton named as legatee and brother 

of John
• New data Margarettia Gimppert
• Record is unclear as to the claims

Adrian Evening Telegram, Adrian, MI, 13 Nov 1896, Page 3
Accessed via Genealogy Banks Newspaper Archives (link)

https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2%3A13467F199177BC2C%40GB3NEWS-1349821D1515768A%402413877-1348E207640698B3%402-1348E207640698B3


Now we Pause for Covid
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Home of Gabi & Franz Grünewald

Hotel for Tour

Chuck, Gabi & Franz Grünewald
comparing sources
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Blutenburg Castle

The neighborhood castle for the 
Grünewalds



Grüneweld Family
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From the left: 
• Florian Sauer, cousin of Franz Grünewald
• Jill Grünewald, daughter of Franz & Gabriele 
• Emi Grünewald, Jill’s daughter. 
• Gabriele (Gabi) Grünewald
• Felix (Mohr) Grünewald Jill’s husband, 
• Benjamin, Jill’s son
• Franz Grünewald. 

Franz’s great grandfather is Christophe Künzel the 
brother of my 2x great grandfather Johann Künzel. 



A very Generous Gift
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Speculative Kinzel Tree (Ancestry)
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Ursula
Leykepp

Johannn
Künzel

Suzanna B
Kunstmann

Georg Adam
Künzel

Anna K 
Sack

Immanuel 
Künzel

Barbara 
StroebelCharles J 

Kinzel

Ursula 
Lederer

Johann Anton 
Kuenzel

Johann Georg 
Künzel

Karolina 
Schmid

Christophe F. 
Künzel

Gabrielle 
Zitzelberger

Lesley 
Kinzel

Stephen J 
Kinzel

Charles J 
Kinzel

Alois
Kotter

Franz 
Grünewald

Paul 
Grünewald

Gertrude 
Kotter

Sophia 
Grünewald

Trudi 
Grünewald

Jill 
Grünewald

Elisabeth
Künzel

Florian 
Sauer

Elizabeth
Sauer (Kotter)

Johan 
Künzel



Ludwig Künzel Nagelfabrik
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Arzberg
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Text Highlighted:

Company History
Industrial and craft tradition for 300 years

• Johann Lorenz Künzel - Nailsmith in Arzberg 
born 05/08/1782

• Michael Konrad Künzel - Nailsmith in Arzberg 
born 03/31/1817

• Karl Erhard Künzel - mech. Production of 
forged nails born 03/05/1864

• Erhard Künzel and Aenne Künzel
(b. Schrey from Wickrath)

• Ludwig Friedrich Künzel
• Dr. Thomas Künzel and Friederike

Ernstberger (b. Künzel)



A few views of Arzberg
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Arzberg Church Office
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Ludwig Künzel Nagelfabrik

Chuck Kinzel - GFO German SIG 26



Meet the Künzel’s of Arzberg 
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From the left 
• Dawn Kinzel
• Chuck Kinzel
• Fredericke Ernstberger geb Künzel, 
• Merlin Künzel (Thomas’s son)
• Dr. Thomas Künzel



The Chart Thomas was holding
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Speculative Kinzel Tree (Ancestry)
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Ursula
Leykepp

Johannn
Künzel

Suzanna B
Kunstmann

Georg Adam
Künzel

Anna K 
Sack

Immanuel 
Künzel

Barbara 
StroebelCharles J 

Kinzel

Ursula 
Lederer

Johann Anton 
Kuenzel

Johann Georg 
Künzel

Karolina 
Schmid

Christophe F. 
Künzel

Gabrielle 
Zitzelberger

Lesley 
Kinzel

Stephen J 
Kinzel

Charles J 
Kinzel

Alois
Kotter

Franz 
Grünewald

Paul 
Grünewald

Gertrude 
Kotter

Sophia 
Grünewald

Trudi 
Grünewald

Jill 
Grünewald

Elisabeth
Künzel

Florian 
Sauer

Elizabeth
Sauer (Kotter)

Johan 
Künzel

Common on Fredericke Ernstberger
geb Künzel Tree



How Did I Do on my Brick Wall?

• Who are His Parents?  ✅

• Does he have Siblings? ✅

• Who are His Aunts and Uncles? ❌
• How did he get to the US? ❌

• Why did he leave Bayern? ❌
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The Asylum Food Cart Pod – SE 11th & SE Hawthorne



My Other German Brick Walls
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The Asylum Food Cart Pod – SE 11th & SE Hawthorne

• Birth Details for August J Stange
• 2x Great Grandfather
• Father of Hedwig (Hattie) Stange
• Born near Stettin, Prussia  now Sczecin Poland but could 

be:
Baldekow, Kolberg-Korlin, Pomerania, Kingdom of Prussia
Sternin, Kolberg-Korlin, Pomerania, Kingdom of Prussia

• Mary Louisa Kintz
• 2x Great Grandmother (maternal)
• From somewhere in German States
• mtDNA goes into Scandanavia



Swedish Emigration Center – Växjö Sweden
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Dawn with our researcher Gunnar


