
Legacy Family Tree Software: 

Finding ancestors who were alive when the 1950 US census was taken 

Notes: 

If you do not use Legacy, you can download the free version and import a gedcom file (from Ancestry, 

etc.) to do this search (https://legacyfamilytree.com/). 

These screenshots are from version 9. 

You can watch a video of this process for the 1940 Census at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHz-

_TKjL-8 . It includes other information about the 1940 census, a “how-to” for using the Steve Morse 

enumeration district finder, and a Q&A. This video uses version 7.5 (it was created in 2012). 

*** 

Legacy Family Tree software has a search tool to find who was living during any given census for a 

number of countries, including the United States. 

Note: They will be adding the 1950 census, but for now, this example uses images for the 1940 US 

census. See below if you don’t want to wait. 

1. Click on Search>Census List 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHz-_TKjL-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHz-_TKjL-8


2. Choose United States>1940 Census and choose the Options you want. 

 

3. Then click on Preview a Census List Report. 

 

You can print the list or save as a pdf. (This last option may not be available in the free version. If not, 

click on print and then choose the option Print to PDF – available on Windows). 

This list includes:  

individuals with or without birth or death dates 

age at time of census 

likely location in given census year 

the event that location was based on (birth, marriage, etc.) 

This list is only as good as the information you have entered into your tree. 



4) Another option is to Create a Search List. To save or print that list, right click on options and choose 

the options you want. Then print, save, or create a .cvs (spreadsheet) file. 

 

 

 

*** 

Don’t want to wait for the 1950 tool? 

You can create a list based on parameters that you set.  

1) Click on the Search tab, then Find. 

 

 



2) Click on the Detailed Search tab, fill in the three conditions using And. (See below if Unites States is 

not included in your database entries). 

  

 

3) Click on Create List (you can also save this search  to load later). 

 



4) Click Options>Print – note that there are several options about what information you can include. 

 

 

5) You can also tag all the individuals in the search results: Options>Advanced Tagging.  

 

 

 



Since there are only three search parameters, this list is not as inclusive as the list generated by the 

Census tool. You may need to repeat the search to find individuals with no birth or death date or who 

did not die in the US. 

*** 

Hints and Help 

1) You didn’t include the term “United States” in every entry? You can add it through the Master 

Location List (not sure if this works on the free version). 

 

 

 

 



2) Getting help for Legacy is easy. Several ways to find what you need: 

Click the Help tab and search the index, perhaps Locations>Sort. There are detailed instructions about 

how to do this. 

Go to their website and click on the Help Center tab. Note that there is a wide range of subheadings 

under that tab. 

Go to their website and click on Training – this goes to videos and webinars. 

There is an active user group on Facebook - Legacy Family Tree - Home | Facebook . 

 

Feel free to write if you have questions. 

 

Nanci Remington 

nanci.remington@gfo.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LegacyFamilyTree

