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Letter from an Editor

“You are more likely to learn something from surprises in
your own behavior than by hearing surprising facts about
people in general”

Daniel Kahneman, Thinking Fast & Slow, page 174.

appy holidays? This winter issue of The Bulletin
H joyfully mixes a variety of articles. On page vi,

you will find a new feature, “Questions and
Suggestions,” which was well-received by the Bulletin
Editorial Group. Then note the ad for the Genealogical
Forum of Oregon’s “Virtual Holiday Party;” which was fun
and well-attended last year.

Kristy Musalos “Mountain Musings” has a reflective
tone, stemming from her vacation in Oregons Ochoco
Mountains, where she pondered what possessions her
ancestors brought to America. “Three Weeks on Ice,” by
Elaine Meis and April Ober, shares a research case at the
GFO Library in which volunteers helped document rela-
tionships that hopefully enable a family burial in Rainier
Cemetery District, Columbia County, Oregon.

Part two of Christina Armstrong’s “Buck Family,” which
analyzes mid-19th-century probate documents, is followed
by my article, “Who Are These People?” We postponed my
article for a few years while my research focused on my
paternal ancestors, but the three pages now fit.

Several months ago, Geri Auerbach asked me to save
Bulletin space for the GFO’s special interest group, The
Writers’ Room, and we received seven articles with the
suggested topic being women. Ann Rowland wrote about
a family that came over the Oregon Trail in 1847, and
Roberta Meyer Bear discusses her “one in a hundred”
grandmother. I was also pleased to get a submission
from Wendy Negley, who has written book reviews for
The Bulletin. Wendy submitted an article on her Swedish
ancestors. Bonnie LaDoe surprisingly submitted a survival
story about an Oregon pioneer. After the 2024 “Virtual
Holiday Party,” I thought she might submit an article
on her collection of old holiday cards, but maybe she is
saving that for December 2026. Barbara Coakley’s well-
cited, lovely article on Illinois’s Soprano Voice includes
beautiful images of “Mary” (Ziebold) Bonnet. It takes us
to Italy and a fountain that almost made it onto our cover.
I was thrilled to receive a submission from Mary Nelson,
as I have seen her smiling face at many of the GFO’s online
Special Interest Groups. Mary’s article follows her ances-
tors from Austria-Hungary to possibly Idaho. Christina

iv

Old knees, new dog. Mark and Bébe at home, Fall 2025.

Armstrong (who has Part 2 of “The Buck Family” and Part
3 of “Louise Schede Fieser’s Diary” in this issue) wrote
about an ancestor who used “needle and thread to tell a
story.” Her article will be in the March Bulletin.

Following book reviews, we end with brief memo-
rials. Someone may be surprised by our obituary for
Richard Palmer (1924-2011). We just became aware of
Richard’s death when, for the first time, USPS returned
mail addressed to him. Remembering Richard years after
his death reminded me of the surprise of not finding
an obituary for my paternal grandfather. My response
was to write one up and publish it in a Bulletin article in
March 2023.

While reading letters my mother wrote to her parents, I
remembered that an older letter helped identify portraits
of ancestors, and I decided not to shelve “Who Are These
People?” and to put my ancestors on the cover rather than
a fountain, trees, or other people. Those hidden notes in
intimate letters surprised me. I think I have learned that I
should hurry up and finish my genealogy. Thanks for the
writing, editing, layout, and social skills practice.

Mark Grafe

December 2025
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Questions and Suggestions

A new, occasional feature
where readers can share
hints or information:
Can You Identify

This Uniform?
Anne Sharpe

This picture is labeled Arnold Weld, but has no date,
age, or location.

Arnold was born in Guildford, Windham, Vermont,
in 1805, was living in Cohocton, Steuben, New York, by
1833, then farmed in Seward, Winnebago, Illinois, until
his death in 1868. He was too young to have fought in the
War of 1812, and he would have been much older than in
this photo if he had been in the Civil War. Perhaps he was
a member of a state militia or a fraternal organization.

Please send your questions, suggestions, or answers to

bulletin@gfo.org.
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® aro I/t %mé
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Mountain Musings
Kristy Musalo

“We will be known by the tracks we leave.” Dakota Tribe

am sitting in the mountains of the Ochocho National

Forest, in Central Oregon, in a sometimes-uncom-

fortable red camp chair under a clear bright blue
sky, the kind of sky that happens only in the mountains.
My husband and I are encamped in Central Oregon for
two weeks in our RV, with all the comforts of home. I
am surrounded by the sights, sounds, and smells of high
mountain woodlands and meadows at a small, but pictur-
esque lake which we visited to escape the high desert heat.
This area always brings me peace and joy, soothing chaotic
city life challenges and providing fresh air to just simply
breath.

To call this place beautiful is an understatement.
Ponderosa pine trees surround the lake, their warm vanilla
perfume intoxicating. Wildflowers crowd the meadow
with purple spired alpine lupine, yellow and orange wild
columbine with their tiny fairy slippers dancing in the
breeze, little delicate blue flowers that remind me of lace,
and pink pillowy flowers resembling the night caps folks
wore many years ago. Birds are plentiful and quite vocal.
The jays busily argue which picnic is the best to steal while
a woodpecker makes his presence known with a rap-tap-
tap on a nearby tree. A mama duck keeps her brood in line
while teaching them the tastiest places to forage a meal.

Alpine Lupine in Ochoco Mountains, Oregon.
Courtesy of author.
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Ponderosa Pines in Ochoco Mountains, Oregon.
Courtesy of author.

There’s not much for a human to do here besides fish,
paddle board, observe nature, or relax and think. While
my husband paddles around the lake, I, sitting in my
slightly uncomfortable camp chair, decide to relax and
think. I wonder who first found this little lake and what
impression they received. I then realize indigenous people
likely found this little lake long before any white person set
eyes upon it. I like to imagine they spent warm summer
afternoons at this cozy place fishing, swimming, and I
hope, gathering a small wildflower bouquet for their
grandmothers.

Maybe it is the intoxicating Ponderosa pine scent and
the vivid blue sky, but I begin to wonder what possessions
people immigrate with. When the first white man found
my favorite little lake what might he have traveled with?
A warm coat? Boots? A horse or mule? A rifle, musket,
or knife? Maybe a bed roll and a cookpot too? Obviously,
there would be challenges he must face and hopefully
plan for.

As far as I know, none of my ancestors found a pictur-
esque alpine lake. In fact, none migrated west from the
east coast until the 1950s. But what about those immi-
grants who came from foreign lands such as England,
Germany, France, and Italy? What did they travel with?
What possessions were so important to them that they
hefted them across an ocean in a ship with limited storage
and personal space to an unfamiliar land?
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In 1882, my second great-grandfather George Frederick
Nieberlein immigrated from Flensburg, Schleswig-
Holstein, Germany, sailing into New York via Hamburg,
Germany, enroute to Baltimore, Maryland.! The ship
record does not state how many pieces of luggage or
trunks he traveled with. In Flensburg he was a baker and
in Baltimore too. Did he bring recipes, an apron, or just
simply his clothing and personal items? He most certainly
did not travel with the luxury of two checked bags, one
carry-on bag, and one personal item such as I might take
while jetting through the sky.

In 1905, my grandfather Thomaso Sassorossi immi-
grated from Pievepelago, Modena, Emilia Romagna, Italy,
via Genoa, Italy, to New York enroute to Barre, Vermont.?
He traveled with his mother and two older brothers to
meet up with his father, Angelo Sassorossi, who was
already in Vermont working in the granite mines. The
ship record states my great-grandmother Teresa traveled
with $15 and one piece of luggage. Did she bring a pasta
roller, a jar of olive 0il? My great-grandfather Angelo
already lived in a thriving Italian community so perhaps
my great-grandmother saw no need to bring a lot of
possessions. It seems to me a woman and three young
boys would need more luggage, but times were different
then and possessions may have been not as important as
some folks make them today.

In 1895, my husband’s great-grandmother Louise
Augusta Bach immigrated from Mosbach, Baden, Prussia,
to New York via Bremen, Germany.®’ She traveled alone
with one piece of luggage and planned to meet up with
her brother Emil Herman Bach. While I don’t know what
all she carried with her, I do know she brought a German
made clock that dates from around 1890. The clock
hangs in my home’s entry way. Family heirlooms could
be important to many immigrants for various reasons.

In 1671, my 8th great-grandmother Jeanne Marguerite
Chevalier immigrated from France to Quebec, Canada.*
She was one of 768 young unmarried French women
known as the King’s Daughters (France’s King Louis XIV),
Les Filles du Roi. She may have been orphaned and sought
a new life and new opportunities in Canada. Imagine

German clock, circa 1890, authors home.

relocating to Quebec and the truly untamed wilderness.
How did a young woman pack for that? Her possessions
were likely minimal, perhaps some clothing and a few
personal items. Reportedly the King paid for his “daugh-
ter’s” transportation and settlement in the colony. Some
received a small dowry for their marriage to an unmarried

colonist.’

1. “New York Passenger Lists, 1820-1957,” Year 1882, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/
records/12026001?tid=16046812&pid=433372161&ssrc=pt : accessed 8 August 2025), entry for George Nieberlein.

2. “New York Passenger Lists, 1820-1957,” Year 1907, Ancestry

(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/

records/40361155822tid=16046812&pid=339940080&ssrc=pt : accessed 8 August 2025), entry for Teresa Pasquesi.
3. “New York Passenger Lists, 1820-1957,” Year 1895, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/
records/40009915292tid=16046812&pid=339731041&ssrc=pt : accessed 8 August 2025), entry for Louise Bach.

4. “U.S. and Canada Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s,” Year 1671, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/7486/records/36710722tid=16046812&pid=122260463285&ssrc=pt : accessed 8 August 2025), entry for Jeanne Chevalier.
5. “The King’s Daughters,” La Societe Des Filles Du Roi (https://fillesduroi.org/Kings-Daughters : accessed 8 August 2025).
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Steamer Trunk. Photo from Wikipedia Commons.

In 1750, my 8th great-grandfather Johann Christian
Adam Koller immigrated to Pennsylvania from Ortenberg,
Bayern, Germany.® Given the year, Johann probably trav-
eled with basic survival items such as some clothing,
maybe tools for building his future, weapons, and house-
hold goods. What courage and curiosity would propel him
forward on the adventure of a lifetime? I wonder if such
courage might be encoded in his DNA and passed to me.
I certainly hope so.

In 1696, my 8th great-grandfather Robert Love immi-
grated from Craigatempan, Antrim, Ireland, to Somerset,
Pennsylvania.” According to the Pilgrim Hall Museum,
Robert likely traveled with food, tools, weapons, clothing,
and household goods. The New World had few established

Genealogical Forum of Oregon

towns and he would need items required to shelter, feed,
and protect himself. Imagine telling your family that you
want to go to some new continent across a vast ocean and
live in the woods with nearly nothing.

A 1675 provision list for immigrating to the New World
suggests transporting amounts of specific foods like beef,
bread, and cheese as well as certain spices and medicinal
type foods for maladies such as sea sickness.® Alcohol
was allowed. The list recommends oatmeal, sugar, and
vinegar too. Clothing and a mending kit were important
as were tools and household implements. The list is quite
extensive and probably made up the bulk of an immi-
grant’s possessions prior to traveling. In the 1800s when
big waves of immigration began, many new arrivals relo-
cated to established towns and communities. Therefore,
immigrants did not need to bring as many possessions.
Most brought clothing, craft tools, religious items such
as the family bible, and important documents.” Imagine
packing your entire life into a three-foot-long steamer
trunk. Today, it would be challenging, but just maybe we
don’t need as much as we think we do.

As an amateur genealogist, I find it useful and worth-
while to understand my ancestors’ times. For me, it’s not
just about the family tree. Learning about their times
and history makes my research much more meaningful
and provides me with a strong sense of connection to
my people. It increases my empathy for them and they
become more than a name, dates, and locations. It helps
me know where they came from, which in turn helps me
know where I come from.

&

6. Crawford Neal Smith, “Immigrants from the Principality of Hesse-Hanau, Germany, 1742-1767,” Genealogical Journal (Salt Lake City), vol.

6:1 (March 1997) pp. 19-23.

7. “Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s,” Year 1696, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7486/
records/42735622tid=16046812&pid=19266802746&ssrc=pt : accesses 8 August 2025), entry for Robert Love.

8. Provision List 1675, Provision list from An Account of Two Voyages to New England by John Josselyn, Pilgrim Hall Museum Provisions_

List_1675.pdf.

9. “Packing for America,” Pilgrim Hall Museum (Pilgrim Hall Museum - Collections & Exhibitions - Packing for Amereica : accessed 8 August

2025).
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Three Weeks on Ice
Then Smiles One Monday
Morning at Genealogical

Forum of Oregon’s Library
Elaine Meis and April Ober

n a recent Monday, visitors to the GFO library
O came in search of a birth certificate to prove a
woman’s relationship so she could be buried

with her parents and brother in a cemetery in Rainier,
Columbia County, Oregon. The woman looking for the
birth certificate was the step daughter-in-law, therefore not
a direct relative and not able to get a birth certificate. The
woman with her was her husband’s mother. There were
no children nor living relatives to request the certificate.
The body of the woman had been in the morgue on ice
for three weeks while these two women tried to find the
proof that was needed to get her buried in the family plot.
Trying to assist these ladies in their dilemma, research
assistants April Ober and Elaine Meis started asking
questions to ascertain what information was available that
could be used to find information that could prove this

woman’s relationship to her family, and what internet sites
might yield this information. Soon we had this woman
connected to her family on the 1950 census and were then
able to find her on the California Birth Index. As they
were working, Adele Pelletier came in for her afternoon
shift. She immediately went to Newspapers.com and found
an obituary for the father which listed the woman as his
daughter. She found more information on Find a Grave.

In a matter of less than half an hour, information was
located and printed that we hope helped these two women
prove birth and relationship of the deceased so that she
can finally be laid to rest with her family.

April, with a smile, told the two women that if the ceme-
tery wasn't happy with the paperwork that they provided,
perhaps the cemetery could test the DNA. Of course they
would have to exhume the bodies already buried there.

Rainier Cemetery District, Columbia County, Oregon.

4
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The Buck Family
in Athens County, Ohio
Part I

Christina Buck Armstrong

his is the second part of a presentation I gave at a

Buck family reunion in 2023. In Part I, I described

the route the Buck family took to Ohio—from the
immigrant ancestor Isaac' Buck in Scituate, Plymouth
Colony, to Matthew® Buck, who came to Athens County,
Ohio, in 1816—and told about their experiences as
pioneers during the first half of the 19th century.' In Part
IT, I examine documents related to the death of Matthew
Buck’s son, Benjamin, in order to provide details about the
lives of the Bucks during the decade before the Civil War.
I also include material from the Matthew Buck Record, a
family history compiled by Waldo Buck (1887-1964) and
distributed within the family in 1959.

Benjamin Buck was two years old when he came to
Athens County from New York with his parents. At the
age of 23, he married Talitha Charlotte Secoy from one of
the families that came to Ohio with the Bucks. Over the
next 15 years, he bought property in Carthage, farmed
the land, and with his wife Talitha, had four children
(possibly more).

The tragic circumstance of Benjamin’s and Talitha’s deaths
was recorded by Waldo Buck in his Matthew Buck Record:

Benjamin Buck, son of Matthew Buck. Born July 8,
1814; died March 25, 1853; (born in New York). Wife:
Talitha Charlotte Secoy. Born Feb. 16, 1817; died
March 23, 1853. It is told that when Benjamin was
very sick, he called his wife to his bedside and put his
arms around her and held her so tight that it caused
her death. They died two days apart and were buried
in one grave in the Carthage Presbyterian Cemetery.
An unusual type monument marks the grave. They
were married on April 1, 1838 (Vo. 2, P. 41) by Jus-
tice of the Peace Moses Elliot. Children: Mary; Orpha;
Esther E.; Warren.

Mary Delina Buck
1840-1861

Orpha Jane Buck
1843-1899

Warren 5. Buck
1B47-1926

Esther Elizabeth Buck
1B50-1914

Genealogical Forum of Oregon
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Benjamin and Talitha Buck’s “unusual type
monument,” as described by Waldo Buck.
Courtesy Ralph Edson Hawk, 2004.

With Benjamin and Talitha BucK’s deaths, their children
were left without parents at the ages of 12, nine, five, and
two. We don’t know where the four orphans lived immedi-
ately following their parents’ deaths, but by the time of the
1860 census the two youngest, Warren and Esther, were
living with their uncle Simeon” Buck and his wife Sarah.
Waldo tells us that Simeon and Sarah raised Clementine
and Ollie Woodworth (possibly from a branch of the
Woodworth family that Benjamin’s daughter Orpha lived
with as a servant in 1860). Waldo makes no mention of
the role Simeon and Sarah played in the lives of Simeon’s
nephew and niece Warren and Esther. That detail appears
to have been lost from the family history when Waldo
began his research some 80 years later:
Simeon Buck, a son of Matthew Buck. Born June 12,
1827; died Dec. 15, 1907, at Garden, Ohio. He lived
at Hull, Ohio, where he was Postmaster. He was also
a blacksmith. He was a great church worker, as were
many of the other Bucks. Inscription on his monu-
ment: “Come Ye Blessed” Wife: Sarah Brown, who
came from New Hampshire at age nine. Born Oct. 3,
1828; died at Hull, Lodi Twpl,, Athens Co., Ohio, April
3, 1899, and was interred in the cemetery by Presby-
terian Church, Carthage Twp., April 5, 1899. Married
Spet. [sic] 17, 1850. Simeon and his wife donated
$10.00 to help build a children’s home at Athens, Ohio.
Children: Newell Ela; Elba. They also reared Clemen-
tine and Ollie Woodworth. Clementine never married.

1. Generation numbers added as recommended in Curran, Crane, and Wray’s, Numbering Your Genealogy (Arlington, VA: National Genealogical

Society, 2008), 6.
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Ollie married William C. Jones. The probate record
for Benjamin Buck (on pages 111-117 of Volume
6 in the “Athens County Record of Wills”), shown
here and on the next several pages, gives lots of in-
formation about Benjamin’s farm and household,
and we can assume, the farms and households of
his siblings and cousins. I will make some com-
ments, but the reader should be aware that I am
not a historian of nineteenth century farm life.
Google only got me so far; I probably have more
questions than answers.
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Benjamin’s possessions were appraised by Messrs.
Merwin, Millsand, and Caldwell, for which they were
paid $1.50 each (Pages 111-113). The appraisal was
presented to the court on April 20, 1853, 26 days after
Benjamin’s death.

Benjamin owned two horses, seven head cattle, nine
sheep and lambs, and 13 chickens (listed among the sales,
but not in the inventory). Farm equipment included
numerous small tools, a plow, a wagon, two shovel plows,
and a windmill. Windmills, found on farms from colo-
nial times on, were used to pump water and grind grain.
Two fields of wheat are listed; these were probably ready
for harvest and available to the person who made the
highest bid.

In addition to farming equipment, unharvested fields,
animals, and food, the list includes household goods
and equipment (one Quilt Frame, one Shoe Hammer),
bedding (including quilts), clothing, and materials for the
construction of clothing.
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“Ohio, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1786-1998,” Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 23 March 2025), pp. 111-

113, Sylvester Buck.
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I found two items on the list particularly intriguing:
Clark’s Commentaries [sic] and “Singing Books & Prison
Discipline,” listed near the bottom of the second column on
page 112 (See image on previous page). These are the only
books I found on the inventory. Clarke’s Commentaries
would have been the work of Adam Clarke who wrote
a four-volume commentary on the Bible which (per
Wikipedia) “was a primary Methodist theological resource
for two centuries.” I do not know how common it was
for a farm family to own a copy of this, but it suggests
Benjamin may have had a level of education beyond the
average farmer at the time. In any case, it gives us addi-
tional data showing that the Bucks were religious and
devout Methodists.

Considering the 19th century Methodist disapproval
of frivolity, I suppose the “Singing Books” were proba-
bly hymnals, but as I already wrote, I am not a scholar.
Internet research did not answer the question of what
Prison Discipline might be. In 1848, Francis Calley Gray
wrote a book entitled Prison Discipline in America, in
which he argued against the harsh conditions of prison at
the time. Clarke became a Methodist and was acquainted
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with John Wesley, one of the founders of Methodism; that
association may explain why the book was one of the small
number of volumes in Benjamin’s collection. The book was
widely distributed at the time it was written.

On April 21, 1853, Benjamin’s “goods and chattels”
were sold “at public vendue” (auction) in order to pay his
debts and provide support for his children. The purchas-
ers and the amounts paid for each item are shown on
pages 113-117 of the probate record. About two thirds
of the way through page 116, a new clerk—one with a
less elegant hand—appears to have begun the work of
transcribing the information. The penmanship of both
clerks is quite readable and the reproductions of the
pages are clearer than one sometimes finds with old
documents. Some interesting items were sold that were
not included in the original inventory, including a dinner
horn. Dinner horns, common in farming households at
the time, were used to call the farmers in from the field
for meals.

Many purchases were made by Bucks—probably about
one quarter of the sales. There are also a number of sales
to members of allied families.
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The probate packet for Benjamin’s heirs, housed in
the Genealogy Center and Library at the Southeast Ohio
History Center in Athens, provided information beyond
what is available in the “Athens County Record of Wills,”
including statements from Benjamin’s creditors. Some of
these are shown on this and the following pages, along with

transcriptions.

At the bottom of the sworn testimony by R. M. Wilson,
shown at right, the “18,” “February;” and Lottridge’s signa-
ture appear very faintly, suggesting that a different ink was
used. Probably the statement was prepared before Wilson
came before Lottridge to testify to the accuracy of the bill.

TRANSCRIPTION

In the Spring of 1852. The Estate of Benjamin Buck Dcsd
To R M Wilson for a No 3 plow longs pattent

State of Ohio Athens County Ss:

$5.00

I R M Wilson the owner of the above account against the

Estate of Benj Buck deceased do make solemn oath that the
Sum is justly due that there has been no payment made thereon
and there is no offsets against the same.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 18 day of February 1854
S W Lottridge ] P
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At right is a receipt signed by N. H. Vorhes, one of the
proprietors of the Athens County Messenger, acknowledg-
ing that he received payment from Walter Glazier, the
administrator, for Benjamin’s debt. The Dr (or sometimes
D~) following the proprietor’s name or names is some-
thing I saw frequently. I can only guess what it stands
for—perhaps Dealer? I found a wonderful explanation
on the internet: “I think it was the abbreviation for drayer
and meant the commercial provider of goods or services
in the second half of the 19th century” But commenters
challenged this statement and I could not find evidence
in support of it elsewhere.

The statement below right is a list of amounts due on
Benjamin’s account at Davis and Hicks, a dry goods store
in Athens County. Benjamin, or more likely Talitha, had
purchased a bonnet, ribbon, crepe, silk, a comb, sugar, tea,
and saleratus (baking soda).The original bill was for $4.50.
It seems the estate administrator paid Davis and Hicks
$1.90 towards the account on November 22, 1853, leaving
a balance of $2.40 to which Justice fees of 15¢ had been
added. I do not know the explanation for “Justice fees”

TRANSCRIPTION
Mr. Benj Buck

1851 To Davis ¢ Hicks D~
June 141 Bonnet .75
" " 4 Yds Ribbon @ 203 Yds Do @ 30 1.70
""1/3 [?] Crape 17 1/2 Yd Silk 25 42
""1 Comb .05
July 3d 4 Ib Sugar 9 .36
""1/2 Ib Tea 38¢ 1 Ib Saleratus 10 48
Mch 23d 1853 1/2 Ib Tea 38¢ 2 Ib Sugar 16 .54
4.50
1853 2]
Nov 22 By due bill given [?] by W. Glazier. 1.90
#2.40
Justice fees .15
The State of Ohio Athens County ss 2.55

Before me W[?] Pilcher a Justice
of the Peace in and for said County personally
appeared ] [?] Davis one of the above firm
and made oath that the above account
is just + true and remains unpaid this
9th day of Aug 1854

W [?] Pilcher ].P.
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TRANSCRIPTION

Benjamin Buck
To N. H. + A. J. Van Vorhes Dr
To Messenger for one year and
nine weeks at $1.50
Recd payment in full
of Walter Glazier Admin
N. H. + A. ]J. VanVorhes
per N. H. Van Vorhes
Athens Sept. 30 1854

$1.75
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The list of debts to Sherman Self is below with a tran-
scription to the right. The 12¢ charge for “this athidavid” is
something I did not see on any of the other notes. Perhaps
Mr. Self was billing for his time spent collecting on the
debt. It looks as though he was able to take care of his
business through the mayor of Hocking City rather than
testifying before a justice of the peace. (I do not know
where Hocking City was located; it does not seem to be
on the map any longer.)
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TRANSCRIPTION OF SHERMAN SELF’S BILL
The Estate of Benjamin Buck Decd

To Sherman Self D 1852
Oct 16 To 4 Ibs Coffee 121/2 50
o "9 Ibs Sugar 75
1853 "" "11b Saleratus 10
Feby 10. "5 " Sugar 42
" 18 "12 "Sugar 1.00
March 8 "8 Ibs Coffee. 121/2.  1.00
v "1 pr Shoes 75
o "2 Ibs tobacco 12 1/2. 25
"16 "2 "Rice. 8 16
"8 "1 Loaf Sugar 50
Interest after 6 mos 35
this affidavid 12
$5.90

Mayors office}

Hocking City} Before me J. Grant Mayor
of Hocking City personally came
the above named Sherman Self
and made oath that the above
account is Just + true according
to his Knowledge and belief and
that there is no credits or offsets
against said account.
J. Grant, Mayor

James Morrison’s sworn statement that Benjamin Buck
owed him $3.12 1/2 for thrashing 125 bushels of wheat at
two and a half cents per bushel is below left.

TRANSCRIPTION

August 15th 1852
Benjamin Buck to James + Ephraim
Morrison Dr

To thrashing 125 Bushels of wheat at 2 1/2 cts
per Bushel $3.121/2
The state of Ohio Athens County SS
James Morrison makes solemn oath that the
above account and the dates and amounts
are truly copied from and were entered at the
time the Said Buck cleaned the wheat in
his account book that there are no credits
payments nor set off against said amount
and that the above is due him

James Morrison
Sworn to and subscribed before me this October 22d In
the year A D 1853 Simon H Lothridge ].P.
Of Carthage Township
December 2025



Below is Dr. Stimson’s bill for visits to Benjamin and
Talitha during the last weeks of their lives, sworn before
Justice of the Peace Stanley on October 14, 1853.
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The statements below and lower right are less faded and
more legible than most of the papers in the probate packet,
so I spared myself the task of transcribing them. If they
were actually written by Simeon, Benjamin, and William
Buck, as seems likely, our ancestors were probably fairly
well educated.
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The common practice during the 19th century was for
farmers to keep account books that provided a record of
purchases and sales and loans made. (See note at right.)
It seems that a few weeks before Benjamin’s death, his
brother Simeon had gone over his books and concluded
that Benjamin owed him $6.19. Benjamin had agreed to
the calculation and both had signed a statement. A year
later, Simeon showed the book to Walter Glazier, the
administrator of the estate, or else testified to its accuracy,
and collected $6.55—the original debt plus 36¢ interest. I
had some difficulty deciding who wrote the note but came
to the conclusion that, except for “Walter Glazier, Admin,’
which appears twice, it may have been written by Simeon.
He added a nice flourish to the B in Buck when he signed
the bottom of the note.
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TRANSCRIPTION OF DR. STIMSON’S BILL

Athens March 17th 1853
Benjamin Buck Deceased Dr

To H S Stimson
To visit to counsel for

for self and

medicine for wife $10,00
19th to visit + med for

self and wife 10,00
21st to visit + med for

self and wife $10,00
23rd to visit + med
for self + wife $8,00

Amt due $38,00

This day came H. S. Stimson and made solemn oath
that the above amount is just and true and that
there is now offsets nor any part of the same
paid Signed H. S. Stimson
Sworn to and Subscribed before
me this 14th day of October 1853 [?] Stanly JP

[It is not clear to me why Dr. Stimson used commas
instead of periods when writing his bill. ]

It was not unusual during the 19th century for some-
one to exchange a promissory note from a third party
for a cash loan or bartered goods or services. On the left
is a statement signed by Benjamin Buck on March 27,
1851 in which he promised to pay Daniel Johnson $40.57
two years after the date signed. It seems that Daniel later
gave the note to William Buck (or possibly someone else
who then traded it with William), probably for a loan
or to buy something from William. On the back of the
note William wrote that he received $47.87—the original
$40.57 plus interest—from Benjamin’s estate “being in full
on the within note” IOUs such as these would be worded
as shown here, with the borrower promising to pay either
the identified lender or bearer of the note.
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On the right is a receipt for payment of Benjamin’s
property taxes by Walter Glazier, administrator of the
estate. Benjamin owned 130 acres in range 12, township
5, section 17, valued at $290. The tax was four dollars, 49
cents, and five mills. A mill was one tenth of a cent.
Half-cent (or 5 mill) coins were minted in the U.S.
from 1792 until 1857.

Simeon Buck ordered the gravestone for his brother
Benjamin and Benjamin’s wife from Hollister, Gardner
& Co. and presented the statement (front and back sides
shown below) to the administrator of the estate in order
to collect the $26 he needed to pay for the stone. Although
Simeon agreed to pay six percent interest, the payment was
for only $26, perhaps because he paid the bill after only one
and 1/2 months rather than six months.
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Benjamin and Talitha’s children seem to have done well
despite their tragic loss at such young ages. They all grew
up in Ohio, married there, and had children to add to the
growing population of Athens County Bucks. The two
oldest, Mary Delina and Orpha Jane, eventually moved to
Missouri with others of the Buck clan. The two youngest,
Warren and Esther, remained in Athens County until
their deaths.

In 1860 Mary Delina lived with her recently widowed
uncle, Benjamin’ Buck’s brother, William’ Buck, and his
three young daughters. She was likely helping William care
for the recently bereaved little girls. The following year
she married James Windsor, and in 1867 the Windsors
were part of the Buck group that immigrated to Macon
County, Missouri.
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Half-cent coins and Benjamin Buck’s 1853 property tax
receipt.

TRANSCRIPTION OF FRONT SIDE

$26.— Carthage May 15 1856.

Five months after date I promise to pay to

Hollister, Gardner & Co. or ordet,

at

the sum of Twenty Six Dollars

with Six per cent interest, value received.
Simeon Buck

TRANSCRIPTION OF REVERSE SIDE:

Received July 2 1856 of Walter Glazier 'z Q &
L. SERS) 3
administrator of the Estate of B Buck S %8
Twenty-six Dollars for Grave Stone Qog =
. . SN
for Said Buck and wife S8
Hollister Gardner + Co g .
By ] B William Sr a
Filed Nov. 5 1856 S

In 1860 Orpha Jane Buck lived in Gallia, Ohio, with the
Nathaniel Woodworth family. On the census she is listed
as a servant; it is also noted that she attended school during
the previous year. In 1861 she married James Patterson in
Gallia. The 1870 census shows her back in Athens County.
Sometime after that she moved to Missouri.

In 1860, the census shows that Warren lived with his
father’s brother Simeon’ Buck and Simeon’s wife Sarah.
He married Mary Jane Pierce in 1868.Their only son
died in infancy, but they then had five daughters, three of
them marrying, bearing children and living into old age
in Athens County. Warren died in Carthage Township
in 1926.

In 1860, Esther, like her brother, lived with her uncle
Simeon and his wife. Ten years later she married William
Hawk in Athens County and the couple raised four
children together before her death in Athens County on
January 6, 1914.
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Who are These People?

A Letter from Siblings
Supports My Assumption
about Portrait Captions
for Awdry, Guy, & Radcliffe
Ancestors from England

Mark Grafe

he Radcliffe Family Archives, currently at my
house, has copies of portraits, old photo albums,

letters, and other artifacts. In 2018, a portrait of
my third great-grandmother Elizabeth Guy was found at
my uncle’s house. This renewed a discussion about the
identity of other portraits, including a set my grandfa-
ther, Heber Radcliffe, had identified as his grandparents,
Alston William Radcliffe and Elizabeth Awdry. Were these
the portraits of his great-grandparents, Peter Awdry and
Elizabeth Guy?

PORTRAIT OF ELIZABETH GUY

The ownership of Elizabeth Guy’s portrait, that was at my
Uncle Bob Stutz’s house, can be traced from my Aunt Mary
Awdry (Radcliffe) Stutz to her father Heber Radcliffe, to his
cousin K. Atherton Radcliffe, and to her father, Douglas
Awdry Radcliffe, as Atherton wrote on an envelope glued
to the back of the frame. The parents of Douglas were
Reverend Alston William Radcliffe and Elizabeth Awdry.
They had a large family, yet only their two children who
emigrated to Canada (Douglas and Reginald) had descen-
dants. Atherton stayed in touch with family in England
and collected pictures, letters, and other artifacts from a
second cousin, an aunt, four uncles, a brother, and her
father. Because Atherton had no children, she shared gene-
alogical artifacts with her cousin Heber, his children, and a
half-sister. Heber divided things amongst his four children
and some of their descendants. Many of his photo albums,
letters, and books are in the archives at my house. The
provenance of this portrait is well documented.

PORTRAIT OF ELIZABETH AWDRY

My Aunt Betty had a reframed portrait of Elizabeth
Awdry that Atherton brought to Canada from
England. Atherton also attached a letter to this frame
explaining who was in the picture.

Volume 75, Number 2

Elizabeth Guy, undated. Portrait held by the Stutz family, 2018.

Elizabeth Awdry’s portrait is one of three that were
previously owned by Peter Awdry’s daughter, Ellen, and
his granddaughter, Gertrude (Everett) McNiven. After I
posted a copy on Find a Grave, I got a response from a
fourth cousin in England. She remembered seeing it at her
grandmother’s house when she was a child and “always
wondered what happened to it” My wife and I visited
my English cousin and took photos of the portraits of
Elizabeth’s siblings, Ambrose and Ellen.

Elizabeth Awdry, portrait held by the Radcliffe family, 2020.

Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy’s children: Ambrose, Elizabeth,
and Ellen. Portraits held by the Radcliffe and Atkinson families.
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WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?

Two portraits were displayed at my Aunt Betty’s house for
many years before her death. When she asked me to type
up a note to keep with the pictures, I assumed they were
Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy. No other known portrait
is identified as Peter Awdry. The two portraits probably
came from Heber’s father.

The portraits assumed to be Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy.

Later in 2018, I found another set of these portraits
at a cousin’s home in the original frames. The matching
pair in original frames were misidentified by Heber as
his maternal grandparents, Rev. Alston William Radcliffe
and Elizabeth Awdry. Yes, my grandfather wrote on many
artifacts.

The misidentified portraits of Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy.

My great-aunt Atherton probably wrote a letter a day.
I was surprised how many my grandfather kept, then
discovered more at my cousin’s house. Atherton also kept
her correspondence with family in England.

A letter from Rev. A. W. Radclifte’s son to another sibling
states they are having copies made of the portraits of their
grandparents, Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy, prior to
the originals being sent to Douglas Awdry Radcliffe in
Canada.

Atherton let it be known that she was interested in gene-
alogical artifacts. Heber then inherited both sets of Awdry
portraits, one from his father and one through Atherton,
who had no descendants.
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The artist is unknown, but it is possible this pair of
portraits relate to a wedding. Peter Awdry remarried in
1813 when he was 47 and Elizabeth Guy was 37. So, the
two images of Elizabeth Guy are probably between age
37 and 76.

PHOTOS OF REV. ALSTON WILLIAM RADCLIFFE

There are four known photographs of Rev. Alston William
Radcliffe. Alston was a priest in the Church of England,
as were his father, three brothers, and three sons. In the
four photographs of Rev. Alston William Radclifte, he
appears to wear a collar that identifies him as a priest and
has a beard.

Alston wrote disapprovingly of spending money on
photographs. It is unlikely there were many more photos
of him. There is only one family image, taken shortly
after the death of his twelve-year-old son Rowland in
1861. The early pictures of Alston William Radcliffe and
Elizabeth Awdry were probably a few years after their
marriage. Alston married in 1846 when he was thirty-six
and Elizabeth Awdry was thirty-two years old.

The letter from one Radcliffe sibling to another confirms
that portraits of Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy existed.
It also states the original was being sent to Canada and
that copies were being made. Douglas Awdry Radcliffe
inherited his grandfather’s surname (Awdry) and it follows
that he would have received the original portraits. Because
Heber had two sons, Atherton gave Heber the second pair
of portraits of Peter Awdry and Elizabeth Guy. Of course,
there is a strong mother-daughter resemblance in the
portraits, and some similarities in Peter Awdry’s portrait
and Rev. Alston William Radcliffe’s photo. However, there
was no need to duplicate portraits of Rev. Alston William
Radcliffe and Elizabeth Awdry because their children had
photographs. The old portraits are rare images of Peter
Awdry and Elizabeth Guy.

Early photos of Rev. Alston William Radcliffe and Elizabeth
Awdry, undated, Radcliffe Family Archives.
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Peter Awdry’s portrait (left) and Rev. Alston William Radcliffe’s photograph
(flipped horizontally).

Elizabeth Awdry’s portrait and Elizabeth Awdry’s photograph.

R. Heber Radlciffe
1892-1985

SELECTED FAMILY OF R. HEBER RADCLIFFE

Reginald Shield Radcliffe
1854-1941

K. Atherton Radlciffe
1904-2002

Alston William Radcliffe
1810-1898

Citing: R. Heber Radcliffe, Ruth H. (Ball) Radcliffe, and Mark Grafe, The Family History of Heber Radcliffe and Ruth Ball of Klamath

Douglas Awdry Radcliffe
1852-1937

ar

Falls, Oregon, volume 1 (Portland, Oregon: 2019).
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Elizabeth Awdry
1814-1879

Ellen Awdry
1819-1902

I}

Peter Awdry
1766-1826

Elizabeth Guy
1776-1852




The Bulletin

Hannah Carroll Coyle
(1824-1870)
of Linn County, Oregon

Ann Rowland

annah Carroll was born in Maryland or Illinois
H on 20 September 1824, one of six siblings, two

boys and four girls. I have a copy of a postcard
with three girls that lists all four sisters’ names on the
back. For some odd reason, Hannah is not in the picture.
Looking at the postcard, you can see that all three girls
do share the dark complexion and high cheekbones. I am
also in possession of two pictures of who I thought was
Hannah, with the same dark complexion and high cheek
bones. A woman who did some research for me wondered
“is the younger-looking picture actually Hannah or one
of her sisters?” A puzzle to be researched.

I have heard and seen written down more than once
that Hannah is related to Charles Carroll, a signer of The
Declaration of Independence. Through my many years
of the Coyle family research, I have not come across any
such proof. Another puzzle for research.

Hannah was married on 16 May 1844 to Reuben
Stringer Coyle in Peoria County, Illinois. They came over
the Oregon Trail in 1847 and settled in Linn County,
Oregon. Reuben founded the town of Sodaville, Linn,
Oregon, while looking for stray oxen.

The journey over the trail included their oldest son,
Thomas Jefferson, who was born in 1845. He was accom-
panied by his little brother, the second-oldest child, John
Henry Coyle. At the time, Thomas was about two years
old, and John was just a baby. To travel over 2,000 miles to
an unknown country was a feat in and of itself. Adding a
toddler and a baby to the journey was even more adven-
turous and dangerous.

Traveling began in a handmade wagon called a Prairie
Schooner, also known as a covered wagon. It stood 10
feet high and 23 feet long, and weighed approximately
1,290 pounds. And that was before any household foods
or goods were added! Food alone could weigh up to 1,365
pounds. Then one would add in the weight of bedding,
tent supplies, blankets, pillows, ropes, and water barrels.
All of this does not include the extra supplies that would
or could be needed along the trail.

Immediate family members that came with Reuben and
Hannah included his mother, Elizabeth (Stringer) Coyle;
his two brothers, William, with his wife Mary Ann (Jones)
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Coyle Family Memorial, Sand Ridge Cemetery, Lebanon, Linn
County, Oregon. Photo by Find a Grave contributor Sandra
Bessent, 2009.

Coyle; and James Coyle, with his wife Maria (Boswell)
Coyle, and their daughter Elizabeth M. Coyle.

As Hannah and Reuben settled into their new surround-
ings, Hannah gave birth to Stephen, Samuel, Sara, Jerome,
Olive, Martha, and Francis/Frances between 1848 and
1861. Stephen, Samuel, and Jerome were born in Linn
County, Oregon. Sara, Olive, Martha, and Francis were
born in Sodaville, Linn County, Oregon.

Reuben went on to have quite a career in politics, but
he stayed local in his tenure. He was a member of the
Military Affairs Committee of the Oregon Constitutional
Convention. He was a Linn County Commissioner in
1854, 1855, 1856, and 1858. He was also a signer of the
Oregon Constitution, and his signature is very legible.

Hannah died on 30 March 1870 and is buried at the
Sandridge Cemetery on Sandridge Road, six miles south-
west of Lebanon, Linn, Oregon. Her tombstone is a tall
obelisk mounted on a solid square of cement. Her daugh-
ter, Sarah Coyle Parrish, is listed on the same gravestone
as is her son, Thomas Jefferson Coyle. Reuben outlived
Hannah by 18 years and died in Hills Ferry, Stanislaus,
California, on 5 January 1888.
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Grandmother May Bell

Was One in a Hundred
Roberta Meyer Bear

a divorced woman. The U.S. divorce rate that year was
less than one per hundred of ever-married women;
Grandma May was literally one woman in a hundred.

According to the Multnomah County Marriage Register,
May was 18 when she married my grandfather, Frederick
C. Stienkemeier, in December 1900. Fred was 21. They
were married by a Methodist minister in Gresham,
Oregon. At that time, Gresham was a settlement that
later became a suburb, located directly east of Portland,
in Multnomah County, Oregon.

My father’s birth certificate documents May’s birthplace
as Wisconsin. Her origins—who her parents were, when
she or her family moved from Wisconsin to Oregon—
are the subject of my ongoing research, over a decade of
seeking an elusive May Bell. My father always said she
was born in Ireland, but that she had “Danish blood” as
well, and that she sang and danced in vaudeville on the
Pantages circuit (mostly western states, U.S. venues). He
also said that she was a redhead who looked like me and
that she disappeared when he was still an infant.

My grandfather was born Friedrich Carl Stienkemeier
in Germany in 1879, the youngest son of Christian
Stienkemeier and Marie Anna Koelling-Siekmeier. The
family, including Fred and his older brother Heinrich, and
older sister Marie Anna, came to the U.S. in 1884. They
first settled in Merrick County, Nebraska, where Fred’s
younger sister Wilhelmina was born in 1885. By 1896, the
family had relocated to Washington County, Oregon. On
the marriage certificate, when May married Fred, he used
the original family name, Stienkemeier. Over the years, he
would be listed in various ways and with different spellings
of both his surname and his first name, e.g., Steinkemeyer,
Meier, Frederick, F C, Frank, but it was most frequently
Fred Meyer.

Within five years, May and Fred Meyer’s marriage was in
trouble. In 1905, May reportedly ran away from their home
in Portland to Gresham for two weeks with an unnamed
man. According to newspaper reports, she and the other
man were arrested, but her sentence was suspended on
the condition that she go home and live with Fred again.
It appears they reconciled: my father Lawrence Frederick
Meyer was born in September 1907 in Portland.

In 1910, my late father’s mother, May Bell Meyer, was
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DIVORCES COME |
10 MANY WOMEN

Judge Bronaugh Decides
That Cupid Made Several
~  Mistakes in the Past.

I
Judge Bronaugh this morning granted |
share of (hcf
.\'uml_:ers:

seven divorces as his
usual Friday divorce work
more were introduced but it seemed 1o |
be an off day for the attorneys and sev- |
eral of them were dropped or continued |
1or some time,

F. C. Steinkemlier, Meler for _.~‘im:'l, ap-
plied for a dlvorce from his wife, M. B.

Oregon Daily Journal, 16 July 1909.
Historic Oregon Newspapers.

Their reunion was not destined to last very long. May
left again sometime in early 1908, when baby “Larry”
was around six months old. This time, May reportedly
attempted to divorce Fred.

Not to be outdone by May’s action, Fred offered her
$1,000 to drop the divorce suit and come back to live with
him. One possible motive: he didn't know how to take
care of a baby. More likely: he did not want to pay for
sufficient domestic help to do all the household tasks that
May had been doing. He must have realized that he would
be getting a bargain for as little as $1,000. However, I knew
my grandfather’s pattern of dominating others, and the
most likely motive was his determination to prevail. He
wasn't going to let her divorce him.

Fred later reported that May agreed to his offer and once
again returned home in the spring of 1908. According to
both their accounts, Fred gave her $700. He couldn't raise
the full $1,000 all at once, so she demanded his note for
the remaining $300.

If only we had some records about their daily life,
we might better understand what happened next and,
more importantly, why? Without them, one can only
conjecture.
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Purchase Price.
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Oregon Daily Journal, 31 May 1910.
Historic Oregon Newspapers

Late in 1908, May left again when my father was about
a year old. Predictably, this time Fred filed for a divorce.
He accused her of a “statutory crime,” naming the man
she was supposed to have committed it with. Fred report-
edly declared that May had “deserted him and gone back
to live a life of shame from which he had once rescued
her” Newspapers also reported that he told the judge that
“she left him again. . ., telling him that she was tired of
married life”

In July 1909, the judge granted Fred the divorce and
custody of their son, who by then was almost two years
old. The divorce records show that May did not appear at
the hearing, nor was she represented by legal counsel. Fred’s
mother and a brother-in-law testified on his behalf.
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That is not the end of the story. According to my
father, his father placed him in a foster home until he
was a teenager and old enough to work for Fred as an
apprentice carpenter. The 1910 U.S. census does indeed
list Fred as a divorced man living alone as a boarder and
working as a lumberjack in Clackamas County, Oregon.
Through exhaustive research over many years, I finally
found “Lorance Meier” in the 1910 census, a two-year-old
boy listed as a “boarder” with the family of Cassius Jones.
There is no way of knowing why or how my grandfather
came to place his son with this family, but it is interesting,
that for a time, Mr. Jones was in lumber sales and Fred C.
Meyer was a roofer, both in business in Portland.

Fred remarried in 1914, and Larry’s half-sister was born
in Portland in 1915. Around 1916, when Larry was eight
or nine years old, Fred moved with his new wife and both
children to Oakland, California, where Larry continued
to live with the family until he left in 1925, in his senior
year of high school.

There was another courtroom encounter between Fred
and May, apparently the final one. At the end of May in
1910, nearly a year after the divorce, she sued him for the
$300 balance on the $1,000 he had offered in 1908. Fred
acknowledged that he had tried to get May to give up on
their contract, but he also testified that he had already paid
her the disputed $300. Furthermore, it appeared that Fred
had added a decimal point and changed the note to $3.00
instead of $300. The court, however, ruled that he did not
owe her any money.

What became of May is buried—along with where and
who she came from—in records somewhere that I am
determined to unearth. I want to restore her to my family
history, this feisty redhead who was capable of shameful
behavior; I imagine she must have had her reasons.

This account of my paternal grandparents’ marriage and
divorce is based largely on newspaper articles accessed
through Ancestry, Newspapers.com, GenealogyBank, and
Historic Oregon Newspapers:

« Morning Oregonian (Portland), 17 July 1909, page 10

« Oregon Daily Journal, (Portland), Friday Evening,
16 July 1909, page 5

e Oregon Daily Journal, (Portland), 31 May 1910,
page 20
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Anna Charlotta (Johansdotter) Aimquist

(1831-1917)
of Brunn,
Almsborg County,

Sweden
Wendy Negley

y grandfather told me many stories about his
MSwediSh family. One of his favorites was about

his maternal grandfather, Nils Johan Almquist.
The story was that Nils wanted to emigrate to America,
but his wife, Anna Charlotta, refused. Determined to go
anyway, he took their four children and went to the port
in Goteborg, Sweden. Anna Charlotta sent the police after
him. They found him and the children about to board and
told him he could go, but the children had to stay. He left,
and the police took the children back to their mother.
On the ship to America, he married another woman. My
grandfather told me this last fact with some gusto, a little
surprising as he was a Presbyterian minister.

Once I was researching this branch of my tree, I did
find Nils on a ship to America by himself and his children,
home with Anna Charlotta. He left Sweden in May 1864,
left the city state of Hamburg in June 1864, and arrived in
New York in August 1864. However, there was no evidence
that he married on the ship. I found a marriage record
dated 29 March 1869 in Minnesota. The bride’s name was
not on the ship’s register, so I dismissed the part about his
marrying on the ship as family legend. His sons, Johan and
Anders, joined him in 1865. This left Anna Charlotta at
home with her two daughters.

As I continued to research this family, I next found
Anna Charlotta in another farm in Brunn, Almsborg
County, Sweden, called Remma. This is where she was
born, and her mother was still living there as a widow.
The husforhor or household record showed her with her
daughters Hulda and Emilia, but also a third daughter,
Agda Cecilia Levinsdotter, odkta, which I translated as
illegitimate. What? On the same page, I found the drang
(farmhand) Levin Johansson. Two pages earlier, I found
Anna Charlotta’s mother, Greta Forman, living with her
fosterdotter Agda. Actually, Agda was her granddaughter.
The record said that Agda was born in Allingsds, Vastra
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Anna Charlotta (Johansdotter) Almquist, approximately 1870,
Sweden. Courtesy of the author.

Gotaland County, Sweden, and sure enough, I found her
birth record, which said she was the daughter of Nils
Almquist and Anna Charlotta. It also says that Anna
Charlotta is living in Ulricehamm, a city near Brunn.
Then there was a marriage record for Anna Charlotta and
Levin Johansson on 23 July 1876 in Brunn. This said that
Anna Charlotta was divorced. Finally, there was a lengthy
note on the side of the record, which I asked my Swedish
cousin to translate for me. It seems in 1876 that they
were taken to court for having married when she was not
divorced, and the marriage was annulled. After this, Levin
left Brunn for another town. In 1879, Anna Charlotta also
left town and moved to Vankiva in Kristianstad, Skane
County, at the southern tip of Sweden. Her daughters,
Emilia and Agda, moved with her. Her daughter, Hulda,
moved to Ulricchamm, Alvsborg County, Sweden, and
in 1881 went to America to join her father and brothers.
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So, this is my interpretation of these facts in the records.
First of all, I should mention that Anna Charlotta was
a midwife. This was a respected profession in Sweden.
Midwives were employed in hospitals, and there were
schools to train them. Family stories said she was a doctor,
but I found that she was a midwife. The 1872-1887 house-
hold record says that she was working. I assume that she
supported herself and her children this way. Her husband
left in 1864, and her sons in 1865. She is alone with her
daughters. Levin Johansson becomes a farmhand on
her farm. He was 17 years younger than she, probably a
good-looking young man. The winter nights in Sweden are
long, dark, and cold. One can easily see a man and a woman
finding comfort in each other during such a winter. In 1871,
she was 40, thought to be a woman’ sexual peak, and he was
24, a man’s sexual peak. One can understand their actions.
However, they lived in a small town. To obscure the result of
their liaison, she moved to Ulricehamm and had the baby in
another town entirely. She listed her husband as the father
even though he had been gone for 8 years. But Levin wanted
to marry her and be a father to his daughter. She agreed, and
on the marriage record, said that she was divorced.

She probably thought she was divorced. She had likely
heard of Nils’ marriage in America as he or her brothers
would have written to her daughter, Hulda. Undoubtedly,
she assumed that he must have gotten a divorce in order
to marry again. Unfortunately, Minnesota in 1869 was still
frontier country, and no one checked up on someone’s
marital status. Levin and Anna even did banns before the
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wedding, but no one brought it up. However, it was a small
community strictly based on Christian moral codes. Thus,
someone probably brought this to the attention of the local
minister, and he called for the legal proceedings. This must
have been extremely upsetting to Anna Charlotta, and she
was publicly shamed, as was Levin. They both left the area.

Anna Charlotta and Agda lived the rest of their lives in
Vankiva, where Anna worked as a midwife. She died there
on 23 March 1917. Agda died there on 11 June 1931. Her
daughter, Emilia, married and moved to Visa, Géteborg,
and Bohus, Sweden (northwest of Vankiva). Her daughter,
Hulda, moved to America, married Adolph Peterson, and
became the mother of my grandfather, Walter. Hulda knew
all about this as she was living with her mother when it
happened. But I do not think she told her son the story. In
fact, he put Agda on his tree, but as the daughter of Nils.
The story had been lost in time until I stumbled on it while
researching the family tree.

My question is, why did Anna Charlotta not get a divorce
in the first place? Divorce was possible in Sweden, although
discouraged, and only a few reasons were valid. But one of
these was abandonment, which she certainly could have
proven. I suspect that divorce had a social stigma, and she
was a proud woman, a professional woman. Unfortunately,
she ended with a much worse stigma, a “fallen woman.”

I have one picture of Anna Charlotta. She is not dressed
as a farmwife but in a fashionable way, holding her little
lapdog. One can have sympathy for her and restore her
full story to the history of the family.
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Sarepta (Michael) Upton
(1823-unknown)
Oregon Pioneer

1860

Imagine coming over the Oregon Trail in 1860 with

Bonnie LaDoe

your husband and five young children. After traveling

1,200 miles, your husband dies at Fort Hall, Idaho, and
you come on to The Dalles, Oregon, with your husband’s
family, but seemingly estranged from them. The Dalles
in 1860, according to Fred Lockley of the Oregon Journal,
was “thronged with pack trains” outfitting for the nearby
placer mines. It was a wide-open town with gambling
houses and saloons. How can a young 37-year-old widow
survive in such a place?

Born in Ohio about 1823, Sarepta Michael lived in Shelby
County, Missouri, when she married John L. Upton on June
25, 1840.! Their life centered around John’s father, Philip
Upton, who lived nearby with his wife Mary and their seven
daughters. Philip was working in his corn field when he
shot and killed Daniel Thomas on Christmas Day 1842.2
Two of Philips daughters were coming to the field when
they encountered Daniel. Philip, knowing Daniel had been
saying unkind words about one of his daughters felt the
girls were threatened, so he shot and killed him. Daniel
was coming from the home of Johnathan Michael, perhaps
a relative of Sarepta. Although arrested, Philip was later
released when the shooting was ruled self-defense.

By 1843, Philip Upton, his wife, Mary, and their seven
girls (John’s sisters) moved to Adair County, Missouri.
Sarepta and John went with them living next door.

In February 1844, Philip was re-arrested for the murder
of Daniel Thomas and sentenced to three years in prison.
He served two years and was then pardoned by the gover-
nor. In 1846, Philip was released from prison, came home
and was murdered by Josiah Cain, husband of one of John
Upton’s sisters, Nancy.

Perhaps to put all the tragedy behind them, in 1846, John
and Sarepta, along with John’s widowed mother, Mary, all
moved to Putnam County, Missouri, again living next door
to each other. In 1847, John and Sarepta’s first child, Philip,
was born and named after his grandfather.
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Wedding photo for Edna Smalley and David Upton,
the author’s great-grandparents, May 8, 1873.
Courtesy of the author.

John and Sarepta were blessed with twin boys, David
and George, on April 26, 1849. (David was destined to be
my great grandfather). And in 1850, a girl named Mary,
was born and named after her grandmother.

On February 16, 1852, Nancy Upton Cain, John’s sister,
was declared insane with John appointed her guardian.

John and Saretpa had their last child, a girl named Sarah
but known to the family as Sadie, on August 8, 1858.

In 1860, John and Sarepta left Missouri and headed
over the Oregon Trail. With them was their son Philip,
13; twins David and George, 11; Mary, 10; and Sarah aged
two. Also, with them was John’s mother, Mary, and his
youngest sister, Margaret, with her husband John Price,
and their three children.

1. “Missouri, U.S., Compiled Marriages, 1754-1850,” database, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2094/records/44164?

:accessed 6 October 2025), entry for Serepta Michael.

2. “History of the County from 1840 to 1850, Shelby County, Missouri, 1884 (Shelby County Historical Society); Shelby County MoGenWeb
(https://shelby.mogenweb.org/shelby1884chapter4.pdf : accessed 6 October 2025).
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According to family lore, when the party reached Fort
Hall, Idaho, John Upton was caught in a storm while out
hunting. Although he made it back to his family, he was ill
and died there. An 1862 Oregon Trail journal by T. J. Stites
revealed he saw the “grave of John L. Upton of Putnam
Co. MO. near the Portneuf River in Idaho”

It is assumed that Margaret and John Price stayed
in The Dalles area as three more of their children were
born in Oregon. Mary Upton also stayed with Margaret
and moved on with them to Clarke County, Washington
Territory, in about 1867, but Sarepta was not with them.

A History of Wasco County, Oregon, written by William
H. McNeal shows Sarepta in Dufer, Oregon, which lies 15
miles south of The Dalles.? This history relates that in the
fall of 1861, Edward Mahn married “the widow Upton,
who lost her husband in the emigration of 1860 at Fort
Hall. She has three boys and two girls. They later sepa-
rated in 1865.” Also, in Dufer at that time, was the Walker
School listing George and David Upton as students.

Sometime before Sarepta left Wasco County, two of her
children, Mary and Philip, died. Family lore says they may
be buried across the Columbia River from The Dalles in
Goldendale, Washington. No records have been found.

For unknown reasons, Sarepta, who took back the
Upton name, is found in the 1870 U.S. census in Astoria,
Oregon.* With her are twins David and George, then 21
years of age and her 12-year-old daughter, Sarah. Next
door is George B. McEwan with his elderly parents.

On September 9, 1875, 52-year-old Sarepta married
George McEwan in Clark County, Washington.® What
happened to Sarepta after this is unknown. By 1880,
George McEwan had remarried and was back in Astoria.

The twins, George and David Upton, crossed the
Columbia River to a place called Rocky Point where the
Smalley family lived. David married Edna, the eldest
Smalley girl, at 16, in 1873.

In December 1876, George Upton married Ednass sister,
14-year-old Mary Smalley in Astoria, Oregon. Unfortunately,
she died in February 1877.¢ Daughter Sarah Upton also
stayed in the Astoria area and married there.

Without a death record, the end of Sarepta’s life remains
a mystery. And the fragments found of her life do not
show how she was affected by the many adversities she
encountered. But she must have been strong-willed, or
she could not have survived all the challenges life threw
her way. She was indeed “pioneer stock.”
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Twins George (left) and David (right) Upton, on their
birthday in 1922. Courtesy of the author.

3. Wm. H. McNeal, “Post Offices within Wasco County and Places,” History of Wasco County, Oregon (The Dalles, Oregon, s.p, 1926),
p. 306; Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/28699/images/dvm_LocHist012467-00338-0?usePUB=true&

phsrc=0ij1049&pId=326 : accessed 6 October 2025).

4. 1870 U.S. census, Clatsop County, Astoria, p. 186, dwelling 90, family 90, Sarepta Upton family; Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/
imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4278483 003762usePUB=true& phsrc=Uth2229& phstart=successSource&pld=7025364 : accessed 6

October 2025).

5. “Western States Marriage Records, database, entry for Saraeta Upton; BYU-Idaho Special Collections (https://archives.byui.edu/family-
history/wsmri/show?searchType=bride&first name=sarepta&last name=upton&state=all&county=all : accessed 6 October 2025).

6. “Oregon, Biographical and Other Index Card File, 1700s-1900s,” database and image, entry for Mary Upton; Ancestry (https://www.
ancestry.com/search/collections/9056/records/613932tid=&pid=&queryld=84afe12d-6a6d-45{2-b7bd-43df4fd5187c& phsrc=0jjl1064&

phstart=successSource : accessed 6 October 2025).
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Maria Magdalena “Mary”
(Ziebold) Bonnet
(1863-1959), lllinois’s

Soprano Voice
Barbara Coakley

aria Magdalena Ziebold, known to her family

and friends as Mary, had a beautiful soprano

voice. She received accolades for her singing
at the age of eleven.! Her talent improved over the years,
and when she was twenty-nine, the Royal Conservatory
of Music in Milan accepted her as their first female
American student.

Mary was born on 15 September 1863, in California,
Moniteau County, Missouri, the fifth child of Gottlieb
Ziebold and Maria Magdalena Schnaiter.? Her mother died
when she was eight years old.* Mary went to live with her
older sister, Wilhelmina Ziebold Rickert, and her husband,
Joseph W. Rickert, after they were married in 1873.°

EARLY SINGING CAREER

Mary sang and acted “Little Old Woman” at a school
exhibition at the convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph in
1874 to resounding applause.® She continued her musical
education, studying in St. Louis under Mrs. Broaddus and
performing concerts. Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore, composer
and bandmaster, advised Mary “that she was finished in
voice culture so far as this country can aid her, and that if
she desired to further pursue her studies she had best go
to the masters in classic study.”

Mary Ziebold at graduation from the Royal Conservatory
in Milan. Rickert Family Photo Collection, PH 43, Series
1, Box 3, Southern Illinois University Special Collections,
Carbondale, Illinois.

1. “School Exhibition,” Waterloo (Illinois) Dollar Advocate, 25 June 1874, p. 3, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
image/752916659/ : accessed 1 September 2025).

2. Diploma di Licenza e Magistero, Conservatorio Di Musica in Milano, Mary M. Ziebold, 1892; Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Collection
MSS144, Series 8, Box 45, Southern Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois.

3. Gottlieb Ziebold Family Record, 1822-1866, Christian 11 for the promotion of public and private devotion by the Evangelical Protestant Church
(Karlsruhe, Baden: Charles Theodore Groos, 1842), birth and baptism, Maria Magdalena Ziebold; privately held by Nanora Ziebold Sweet,
[Address for private use] St. Louis, Missouri, 2025.

4. California, Missouri, UCC Church, Burial Register, p. 174, item 17, Maria Magdalena Ziebold, 1872.

5. “Missouri Marriage Records, 1805-2002,” image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833
c6137-07482pld=510169314 : accessed 28 September 2025); Marriage Record, Joseph Rickert and Wilhelmina Ziebold, 1873, p 613. Also, 1880
U.S. census, Monroe County, Illinois, population schedule, Waterloo City, enumeration district (ED) 65, p. 37 B (penned), dwelling 289, family
297, Joseph W Rickert; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240544-001042pId=46910173
:accessed 31 August 2025); citing National Archives microfilm publication T9, roll 237.

6. “School Exhibition,” Waterloo (Illinois) Dollar Advocate, 25 June 1874, p. 3, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
image/752916659/ : accessed 1 September 2025).

7. “Concert,” The Waterloo (Illinois) Republican, 12 November 1891, p. 3, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
image/752817313/ : accessed 1 September 2025).
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THE ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC, MILAN, ITALY

Mary left Waterloo, Monroe County, Illinois, on 7 June
1892, for New York, where she sailed on the SS Servia, a
Cunard Line ship, at six a.m. on Saturday, 11 June.® Even
though the “ocean was as smooth as a river;” Mary was
“deathly sick” for the first four days of the voyage. The
day after landing in Liverpool on Sunday, 19 June at 5:00
p.m., Mary traveled to London, where she spent four days
sightseeing. She traveled through Switzerland to Milan,
Italy, arriving on the evening of 24 June.’

She was the first American woman approved by Royal
Decree to attend the Royal Conservatory of Music in
Milan. The requirements for admittance were to speak
at least three languages, including Italian, have made
extensive studies in voice culture, and foreigners had to
be recommended to the President of the Conservatory,
Seigneur Comte Ludovico Melzi. The American
Consulate in Milan wrote a letter of recommendation for
Mary that included information about her music studies
in St. Louis and her character.” She was approved on 20
March 1892.1

After two years of study, she graduated with a license
and teaching diploma on 12 May 1894. She passed her
examination by singing “Zinda di Chamonix” and “Le
Nozze di Figaro” with a very high percentage, far above
the required score.'

—
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Mary Ziebold as the Queen in Ruy Blas. Rickert Family
Photo Collection, PH 43, Series 1, Box 3, Southern Illinois
University Special Collections, Carbondale, Illinois.
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The Royal Conservatory of Music is the building to the right in

“Veduta di Santa Maria della Passione in Milano,” circa 1870.

8. “Left for Europe,” Waterloo (Illinois) Republican, 9 June 1892, p. 1, col. 4; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
image/752819572/ : accessed 1 September 2025), and “Outgoing Steamships,” The (New York) Sun, 10 June 1892, p. 12, col. 7; image, Newspapers.
com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/206948113/ : accessed 1 September 2025).

9. Mary Ziebold letter to Henry, Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Collection MSS144, Series 8, Box 45, Southern
Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois.

10. “Miss Mary Ziebold,” clipping from The Presto Yearbook 1896-7, p. 34; Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Joseph Rickert Family Papers,
Collection MSS144, Series 8, Box 45, Southern Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois.

11. Diploma di Licenza e Magistero, Conservatorio Di Musica in Milano, Mary M. Ziebold, 1892; Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Collection
MSS144, Series 8, Box 45, Southern Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois.

12. Diploma di Licenza e Magistero, Conservatorio Di Musica in Milano, Mary M. Ziebold, 1892; Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Collection
MSS144, Series 8, Box 45, Southern Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois. Also, Letter to Rickerts, The
Waterloo (Illinois) Republican, 31 May 1894, p. 1, col. 4; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/752801305/ : accessed 1
September 2025).
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RENOWNED OPERA SINGER

Mary “made her debut at the Sociale Theater at Stradella,
taking the part of the Queen in the opera Ruy Blas, by
Marchetti.” In this very difficult part she excelled all previ-
ous efforts of debutantes, and by the richness and sweet
cadence of her beautiful voice the debutante made a most
favorable impression upon her critical musical audience,
and by her correct and true interpretations of the part did
much honor to herself and her illustrious master.”** She
continued to perform in Europe and the United States
while living in Geneva, Switzerland."s

On 4 November 1895, Mary married Francois Bonnet
in Geneva, Switzerland. They traveled to South Africa and
South America on their wedding tour. Mary and Francois
made their home in Geneva.' She kept in touch with her
family in Illinois and visited there on occasion.

CONCERT IN HER HOMETOWN

In October 1897, Mary returned to the United States,
and on a visit to Waterloo, she performed a concert to
raise funds for a public fountain. Professor George C.
Vieh, a skilled pianist from St. Louis, accompanied her.
A standing-room-only crowd filled the hall on Wednesday
evening, 6 October 1897. Potted plants with flowers inter-
spersed surrounded statues of Beethoven and Wagner on
the stage.

The Enterprise Orchestra, followed by Miss Minnie
Rickert, Mary’s niece, who performed “DeBeriot’s 6th
Air” on her violin, began the concert. Professor Vieh
played the “13th Hungarian Rhapsody” Mary took the
stage and performed pieces from The Barber of Seville
by Rossini and The Magic Flute by Mozart. “Her fault-
less rendition of difficult pieces proved her excellence
in vocalization and staccato. The musical shower of
melody came from the throat with ease, now imitating
the warbling of one of nature’s songsters, now deep and
strong, now soft and sweet, such as would prompt a
nightingale to pause and admire.”"”
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Ziebold Fountain, Waterloo, Illinois. Courtesy of the author.

The cast iron fountain included a basin for horses to
drink from and smaller troughs that hung on the side
for dogs. The fountain was initially placed at the end of
the streetcar line at the intersection of Main and Third
streets. Automobile traffic caused it to be moved to the
courthouse lawn.'® Thanks to multiple restorations over
the years, water still flows from the fountain.

Mary retired from performing and lived in Geneva until
her death, probably in 1959.

13. “Her Triumph,” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 2 November 1894, p. 1, col. 7; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/

image/137668692/ : accessed 8 September 2025).
14. Ibid.

15. “Geneva Telegraph,” The Waterloo (Illinois) Republican, 5 November 1896, p. 5, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.

com/image/752818251/ : accessed 22 January 2024).

16. Wedding Announcement, Ziebold to Bonnet, 1895; Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Joseph Rickert Family Papers, Collection MSS144,
Series 8, Box 45, Southern Illinois University Special Collections Research Center, Carbondale, Illinois. Also, “Engagement,” Waterloo (Illinois)
Republican, 24 October 1895, p. 1, col. 5; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/752811449/ : accessed 31 August, 2025).

17. “Miss Mary Ziebold,” The Waterloo (Illinois) Republican, 7 October 1897, p. 1, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.

com/image/752787331/ : accessed 16 January 2024).

18. “Memorial,” The Waterloo (Illinois) Republic-Times, 12 April 2006, p. 2, col. 3; image, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/

image/752992319/ : accessed 16 January 2024).
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Maria (Biloveszky) Madera

(1859-1937?)
of the

Austro-Hungarian Empire
Mary Nelson

y great-grandmother, Maria Biloveszky was
Mborn on September 22, 1859, in Bardejov,

Presov, Slovakia. At the time this was Bartfa,
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Her parents were
Andreas Bilvoveszky and Maria Holipit.

She married Jozef Madera on the 16th of October 1877
in Bartfa, Austria-Hungary. There is proof that they had
three children: Ludovit Madera, born February 1, 1878;
Helena Madera, born June 29, 1886; and Maria Madera,
born April 4, 1890.

According to census records, Maria and one daughter,
Helena, arrived in the United States in 1890. There is also
a possible listing for Helena in the New York Foundling
Hospital and Children’s Aid Society in 1890. No record
was found for Jozef Madera and the other two children.
Maria listed herself on all future records as a widow.

The next record that was found for them is the 1900
census. It shows that she and Helena lived in Gilmanton,
Belknap County, New Hampshire. Maria worked as a
servant for Enos True Gilman and Helena was going to
school. No other information was found regarding Maria.

Next, they were found in the 1910 census living in
Brooklyn, Kings County, New York. Helena was a school
teacher, and her mother was not working. On December
10, 1910, Helena married Thomas Joseph Gillen and
started her family. Maria disappears again.

On January 3, 1920, Helena died due to complications
connected with the birth of her fifth child. Maria was not
found in any 1920 census records and disappears from
records again.

On January 2, 1921, Maria placed a notice in the
Brooklyn Eagle newspaper in memory of her daughter.

In sad and everlasting memory of dearly beloved
daughter Helen Madera Gillen who departed this
life on Jan. 3, 1920, Anniversary Requiem Mass will
be celebrated (place and time was given). May her
soul rest in peace.
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Helena Madera Gillen and Thomas Gillen,
undated. Courtesy of the author.

My darling daughter Helen

Lonely am I without you

No one knows how I mourn you

From early morn till evening’s close:

I mourn the loss of you, my dear;

You are not forgotten, nor will you be

For as long as life and memory last

I will remember thee.

Upright and just in all your ways,

Honest and faithful to the end of your days,
Forgotten to the world by some you may be,
But dear to my memory, you will ever will be
HEARTBROKEN MOTHER

Maria then disappeared again.

The last record that could be found that may be her
is a death certificate for a Mary Madera in Boise, Ada
County, Idaho, on January 28, 1937. The death certificate
does not give enough information to guarantee it is Maria
(Biloveszky) Madera. The death certificate states that she
had only been at the address for less than a year. No other
information was found.
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Louise Schede Fieser’s Diary
Translated from German into English

Partlll

Christina Buck Armstrong

immigrated to the United States from Germany
around 1834, Louise with her father and Friedrich
probably by himself. They met in Ohio, married in 1845,
and were prominent members of the German immigrant
community in Columbus, Ohio, until Friedrich’s death in
1891 and Louise’s in 1900.

Parts I and II include diary entries by Louise and
Friedrich, with translations from German, that chroni-
cle the births of their seven children, only two of whom
survived early childhood. They write about some of their
tragic losses, family travels, and the marriages of their
children, Bertha and Louis, and the births of their nine
grandchildren. Part IT also includes Friedrich and Louise’s
obituaries, the obituaries of three of their grandchildren,
and Louise’s sister’s obituary, pasted onto the journal pages.

Part III consists of newspaper clippings, family letters,
and mementos. It includes a newspaper clipping of
Friedrich Fieser’s memoir, published in Columbus’s
German-language newspaper Der Westbote on December
25, 1890, along with a translation. Fieser was the editor
of Der Westbote from its 1843 inception until his retire-
ment in 1884. In his memoir, he recounts his experiences
in the newspaper business, highlighting the challenges
faced by early German newspaper pioneers in America.
He describes the difficulties of obtaining printing supplies
and the hardships of running a newspaper in the 1840s.

Fieser moved from Columbus to Missouri and then to
Louisville, where he worked with George Walker before
relocating to Cincinnati. The memoir also touches on the
political factions among German immigrants, known as
the “Greys” and the “Greens,” and their affiliations with
the Democratic and Republican parties, respectively.

Louise Schede and her husband, Friedrich Fieser, both

Volume 75, Number 2

“Residence of the late Frederick Fieser,” photograph by Baker
in History of the City of Columbus, Capitol of Ohio, by
Alfred E. Lee, 1892; FamilySearch.

Part Ill also includes two obituaries for Louise Fieser as
well as two obituaries for Louise and Friedrich’s son, Louis
Frederick Fieser, who died in 1917. Louis was a lifelong
resident of Columbus, a civil engineer, and a businessman
involved in various enterprises. He was one of the first
students at Ohio State University and later completed his
studies in Vienna. The obituary notes his contributions to
the community and his involvement in several business
ventures.

The final pages of the diary contain personal letters
of the Fiesers and childhood mementos of Louis Fieser,
providing a glimpse into the personal lives and relation-
ships of the Fieser family.
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r Death Oeeumtt Wednesday |
 the Home of Her Danghter,
- Mru, George U, lirauss,

_The death of Mre. Loulse Fieser oc-
curred yesterdny afternoon at the home
of hor daughter, Mra. George C. Krauss,
|78 Hamilton ayenus, Her dem'se way
dus to a general breaking ddwn of
|| health eceasioned by her advanced age,
|| Mrs. Fieser was born at Neu Wied on
the Rhine In 1816 but came to this coun.
tiy. in her chijdhood. She was 83 years
ald.
| Mrs: Floser hnd been o resident of
Columnbug sipes 1845, 8he was married
dn that year to Mr. Fiesor at Dayton
™ and enme Immediately to this city, Her
hushand wes 8 prominent German clt-
t‘h‘e'%\ ! K;udar.-hlictmn the founder ng
y Wenthole, the German paper, an
1 |was the editor of the publication. He
was alkn one of the founders of the
Helnhard bank and was Interceted in
namorons other enterprises,
Twa children were born to Mr. and
. Both survive.

. Lol i L
Krauss, of this city. Mra Fieser wna
a member of 8t. Paill's German church,
Her advanced age had made It Impos-
sible for her to toke actlve part In
charitable work for a number of yedrs.
e et Ay f

Tee Z5 },—79'

=

R ‘am we'wmm“m'

@ fann wobl gefagt merden, daf idh
meine BVecbinbung  mit  der deutiden
Preffe ﬁmﬁﬁ:ﬁmmh. Gs m:
m e auf
mlg:bmwr n mﬂf’gﬁm
mit bem 1 Wﬂ‘ beb
JHancafter Bollofreund”, W, Kafiner,
(qufammentraf,  Jd fannte webes ben
| Dlaan, nody feine Jeitung. Gr lieh fid)
mit mix in em @efprid ein und ngh.l:e
mit untes Anbecent, bafs ex file ben Stagt
ben Drud von Gouverneur Shannon’s
Botfdyaft in deutider me"?l liefern
fabe und etnen Ueberfeer diefes Dofu
ments fudge.  Sdlieplid) fragte ex mid),
ob idg biefe Aufgabe nidt unternehmen
welle, S willigte ein unb madyie midy
mit jugencliem Eifer an bie Wcbeit
WMt ber Ueberfeliung ging €3 benn aud
qang leiohig von Sitatten und dl.lg
oamut 1g war, Obertrug mir b
aemut:glnsuiemaminn[ghﬂm
wiljrend ex ‘aui;!;‘.gnm ’il&:g° guhin’l&a
1og, um it ern gu Gaufiven,
-2: eine bunte Emml!‘:sg. it welder
¢t fnaustutiduste : Hauspoft.den,

sauungsbidyes, T fen, Gulens
ipiegel, @enovefo, bie fddne Garoline
alé ufarenobecft unb anbere , ge!

Sypeugmife ber fdbaen Ruteratur.

qmﬁg, bEi ber gute Tann mit diejem
panvel mehr @elp verviente, old mut
ietner Beitung und bab ofne biefe Bt
Biilfe bas Blatt gar nidge batte beftehen

fonnen,

Dei Boltsfreund” war ein Heines
&Inéenﬁnlt; bie Typen, mit welden
Idion tm abre 1807 ber in Sancajter
| i1l dyeinenbe ,Ohio Noler” gedruds wore
b ulo::. uhu:m miaomf ang

€ , Taren o il
) baf fie ouf ber hdlyernen

am g0 press) nidit mefe vedyt,

Daily Dispatch Jan'y 11th
— 1800 —
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MRS, LOUISE FIESER,

Her Death Occurred Wodnesday
at the Home of Her Daughter,
Mrs. George C. Jioauss.

The death of Mra. Loulse Fiegtr oo~

eurred yesterday arterneon at the home
of her daughter, Mrs, George C. Krauss,
i Hamilton avenus, Hor demise wWas
due to a genoral breaking ddwn of
health eccasioned by her advanced age.
Mreg. Fioger whg born at MNop Wied on
the [thinc In 1816 but came to thia coun.
r.?y in her childhood, BShe was 53 years
old, .
Mrs. Fileser had been s resident of
Columbua since 1545 She was marrisd
In that year to Mr. Fleser at Dayion
and came immediately to this city. Her
husband was 8 proninent German eiti=
men of hia doy. He wae the founder of
the Weathote, the CGerman paper, and
was Lhe editor of the publication. He
WA alzo one of the founders of the
Refnhard bank and was Interested in
numerois other anterprises

Two children were bhorn o Mr. amd
Mrp, Fieser. Both gurvive. They are
Mp, Loulg Fieser and Mre. George (.
Krausas, of this eity, Mra. Fieser wns
a member of 81, Padl's German church,
Her advanced age had made [t Impos-
sible for her to take active part In
eharitable work for & number of years.
B ————— el

(For thie Westbote.)
fFrom my Wemories
(Im responee to multiple requests.)

It can well Be said that I owe myp
association with the German Press to an
acctdent of chance. It was in the autumn of
1840 that quite acciSentally, on my trip
through Lancaster, (fjio, T met 3. Kaftner,
at that time publisher of the “fancaster
VolHsfreund”, T Anew neither the man nor
his paper. Be engaged me in comveraation
anb tol me, among other things, that he
was to publish Gov. Shannon's message in
German gnd was [pofing for a translator
of this Socument. SudSenly fe asked me if T
woulBn't undertake this task. I agreed and
applicd myslf to the work with vouthful
seall. The transfation went moderately
well and when I'D finiahed, the publisher
entrusted me with writing the cfitorials
for Ris paper while fe was absent,
traveling around the countrpsife in his
wagom, fawking books. it was a motley
collection with which (e brove about:
Bookis of family Sevotions, veligious tracts,
Books of tall tales (of the Xarom
Mimchfiauser type), Books of jokes and
Buffoonery, romances such as "The Col. of
the Hussars’ beautiful Caroline”, and other
"bright” examples of "Beautiful literature.”
1 beliewe that the good mam carne§ more
money in this trabe than with hia
newspaper and that without this af5ed
income the sheet woulD not have been able
1o survive.

The "Dolksfreund” was @ small sweek F?:
the tepe, which had alfreaby been used back
in 1807 by the Lancaster "Ohio ASfer” and
them put to beb for 3o pears, soas so blunt
and worn that it woulfn't print properfy

“From my Memories,” Friedrich Fieser’s interesting and entertaining story of his career in the newspaper business, was published in
Der Westbote on December 25, 1890. Unfortunately I cannot adequately credit the author of this 1974 translation. Her first name
was Mildred (surname unknown, monogram MSM) and she was a friend of Louise Shedd Hinman, Fiesers great-granddaughter

through his daughter Bertha Krauss.
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wm Borjdan nen 10l i
Y ten itber ben Drud,
::I':l“ggn:: nfl“hu\n mm:&
ven Sinn herauljubuchitabiven. UAber
woljer neue Typen ubsmﬁ-;:_ ?ﬁb g
3 €1 genig, basn
5 o e il oo it
ingen.

%ﬂ:ﬁ%eu fl‘ﬁ' ni?ie (Britnber beutider
Bidtter | Die Herren Eoitoren von hente,
siein gut eingeridjteten Gebiuben haufen
und 1‘7“ Blatter gu Taufenden per
Dampf in bie Welt fenden, unb benen
Sifenbahn, Teleqraph, Telephon und
alle mobernen Verbefjerungen wa;:
fiche, aber gac leinen Begrif 08 OO0
g i .

beutiden ,‘anitun & Pioniere. Suhmut-

|ten guerft den Boden adern unb bad
le weldyem fidh fpis
:?::‘ “:i:m;::;ﬂ :mqs;ll e fo madtig ents

faltete.
iafie 1841 jop ber Herausde
.gea:l b?lrn?.a&g:umunﬁ“; nad) Golums

& unb lie bier fein Blatt unter dem
!’R}'nm ,,a?tfmu:“ erfeinen, Dab
neue Blatt wurde mit befleren Typen
gevrudt, war redt anfelniid au?em!l
Wb madyte einen guten ¢ . Mie
blieh bie Mevaction unb id) arbeitete mit
@ifer und L1ebe, madyte fogar ein @evidit
fiie bie exfte Nummer, in weldem fid ber
Holer” mit loutem Fligelidlage in
foheren Megionen bewegle. &8 ift cin
ilad fite midy, bafi diefe Jugendfinde fix
bie Phits Radwelt verloren gegan-

en_ il :
. dnl[:‘mhul\mr pamals nodj eine Heine
Stabt, bic Sdmeine liefen auf ben unges
pilaiterten Strafien frei fecum unb galten
fite bie beften StragensCommufjire; bad
neue Staatshous war nod nidt gebaut
wnd bas alte witcde Geute felbft bem leins
jten Gounty nubtals Gourthaus genfigen.
ber Gnh;mbuism“!;‘t bﬁm mn;s::
fig uno ber ,doler”

b:[lm onnen, wenn ber Heraudgeber
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| pas ridgtige Bexflanonif file feme Aufgabe
::ba:llt?l;g;e.nﬁmhdu pefielen mix big

c

c\% - ‘ﬂ’z- i 7

| Berhalniffe nidt mehe wan id) befdlof,
nady Miffouri ausgumandern, woln bas
mals dex Steem jener beutiden Gone
wanbeter Jog, die fpottoeije als vie
[teinijdyen S'&:m" i

| Meia @utfgyiuf, bad bewfde ]
elend fils immer Ginter mix ju lafjen, ftand
feft.  Uber ber fdy Tann nun einmal
femnem Sdyidjale nidit entgeben!

G Freund fatte mix enen Brief an
@eotge Taller, ven Heraudaeber bex
| Bo e&n Smliln%ﬂl, fr';é mits
" geaehen, ler  empfing
?\"fgllwi‘ und bradj, nadpem e
Brief gelefen, in bie Worte aus: ,Sie
fommen gerabe redit! Sie mafjen fiex
bleiben, bis Paftor Redl von feimer
Reife puriidtehet. Jd habe verforodien,
in feiner Abmejenlert fiix ihn gu predis

15&\ unb feine Amibpejdyifte ;u_bem-i-
gen,  Talter war fo h:bgnnnﬁm&n
| nidht wmbin fonnte, feinen Wanfd) |
w exfullen, Gr mmﬁ:e mtrﬁnm feinen
|Freunben befannt und ot alles auf, um
widy gu fefieln, Statt ein paor Wodjen,
bleb 1 ben n inter in ouiss
ville,  Jm érﬁ;ﬂy: verlegte TWalter
fein Blatt nad) Ememnati, wo fih fein
Lanb#mann, der Aovofat Reny, mit 1hm
affoctiste. I ging mit nad) Gincins

natt,
lidy ein Titbi
e:%::in‘;g:in fi ‘éﬁ?belizb‘t';
Jowenalift, fonnte tedyt interefjant jdreis
bew, unbd feine Hebem wurden immer
.E?: beifallip aufgenommen. Aber im
ben war ex hog) unpraltifd, nadldaf
feinem Heufieren und einex von
jenen , plidliden” Smrie“ﬂ: Leine
s i B
i en fo
hle-,,ﬂ:lgmmme" mar odlig une
bhangig von allen Regeln und auf i
wuzden oft gar uromif
ielt,—¥%n Driginalen unb

2 - 7

5 Do

in the wooden press (Ramage Press). The
readers complained about the printing
which was often so baS that they coul
Harbly make any sense out of it. But where
to gef new tppe’ It was often Sifficult
enough to afford, from week to week, the
necessary paper for the [ittle newspaper.
Vs, these were fard times for the founbers
of German papers! Todayp's efitors, whe
five in wellequipped builSings anf send
thousanSs of copies throughout the worlS
by steamer anf have at their Sisposal
raifroad, tefeqraph, tefephone and all the
moSern improvements, have no conception
of the tribulations anb privations of the
German newspaper pioneers, They first
fiad to EBreak the around and lay the
foundations from which later the German
press would expand so powerfully.
in the spring of 1841 the publisfier of
the "Dolksfreund” moved to Columbus and
let fis paper be published here unber the
name of "Ohie ASler". The new paper was
set with mew type, guite FanSsomely
Boun§, and presented a good appearance.
The editing remained mine and I worked
with [ove and seal, even going o far for
the first issue as to write @ poem in which
the "ABlker” went soaring to the sRies with
a foud flapping of wings. It is fucky for me
that this pouthful offense has been lost for
my contemporarics and for posterity.
Columbus in those days was still only a
small teven, with pigs running free on the
unpaved streets, and still had a reputation
for the best Commissioner of Roads; the
new capital builbing had rot pet been built
and the oo one wouldn't tobay even be
used as a court house in the smallest
county. But Columbus was the seat of
government and the "ASler” could well
Rave Reld out if the WPublisher Rad rightlhs
unerstood its problems. finally, I Sifn't

likie the job anymore and quit in orfer to
wander on to Wissouri which in those Says
attracted a stream of those German
immigrants who were mockingly Krown as
the “latin farmers”. T was Sctermined to
(zave the miseries of the German
newspaper behind me forever. MWan,
however, cannot go against his Sestiny.

A friend fad sent with me a letter to
George Walker, the publisher of the
"Dolsbuline” in Louiswille, &y. Walker
received me im very friendly fashion and
after reabing the fetter broke into these
worbs: "You come at just the right
moment! You must stay fere until Pastor
Aroll returma from Kis trip. 1 Bave
promised in Bis absence to preach for fim
and te ook after fis professional Sutics.”
Walker was so kind that I couldn’t felp but
grant fis wish. He introbuced me to fis
friends and asked them ail to keep an eye
on me. Instead of a couple of weeks I
staped the whole winter in Louisville. In
february Walker mowed his newspaper to
Cincinnati where Bis fellove countroman,
the fawper Keng, became Kis associate. I
went with him to Cincinnati.

Walker, origimally a theologian of the
Tubingen School, became later a beloved
journalist, could write intevestingly, and
fiis conversation was alwaps entertaining,
But in [fe fe was Bighfe impractical,
careleas about fis statements, and was one
of those luckp poople whe never worrp
about anpthing. it was guite immaterial to
him whether his paper, which was
supposed to come out hree times @ week,
made it regularfy or not. A very haphasard
management of the business prevailed. In
short, the "Dolksbufing” was completely
mependent of all rules and anb as a result
very comical things often happened. In
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enthufiaftifen Diuers und Brauf

So war_unter Andern aud) ein
fiir bie Grimdung eined beutjden

fiinf Sdiffe Liefern.

Gedidte

weife auf bem Papieve.

Givcinnati madte iy bie nibere
Belannifdoft von Etephan  Malitor,
Henry Nob er, Emil Rlaspradt, E>uard
Wighl, Rael Suamelin unbd anderen feve
vortagenben Spiien. bes deutidyen Lites
ratenthums. Robier, ven idh fhon in Eor
. [umbus fennen gelernt hotte, war beg
5 eigentlihe @ctinder des , Bollshlutted”,
®  bas fpdter in die Hanve von Wolitor
fiberging. Mibter vevigirte jur Jeit bab

?tﬁblall", bewarb fich aber um bad

f | dime mténen ﬁgsb;_nricbma_ un; tiurmt!t
oem Blatte nidyt bie gehorige Aufmerks

iu? ?ﬁn Griuden

A

v
| » B0

E:m!rit idyenten,

II id) iGm aué und fdrieh veridienene
uffge ?:: bas Blatt, vie Beifal fans
ben, und alg Rodter qustrat, um fid) bex
Hovocatur yu wiomen, bot miv Wolitor,
u meines grofien Ueberrafdung, bie 9«;

baction des ,, Bollablattes” an.

war immeshin eine grofie ,Efre fiic ben
LDartlofen  Jingling”, wie mid bad
bottige , Thigblatt” betitelte, bejonbers
va fid) mebrere andere, dltere und el
efahrene Heven um bie Stelle bewors
ben batten, Dag , Volleblatt” mwar
pamals pad eingige deutie Tageblatt
iﬁlbﬂl 2“' Em:t:;' Is:%ﬂ bie |, Hew
orfer Staatsgeitung” exfdyien nur dreis
mal in ber Wodge, it exneuerter Lujt
unb Licbe gi% wh an bie Hebeit, e
olitor  gegenitber wurbe

Bechalmif

| nen
feblte 8 bamals unter unfern licben
| bewtfchen  Kandeleuten busdhous nidt,

ted in Dregon audg wotben, Dns
el Sam B’nme bag Zand ha:ﬁm und
Die Gonftitution

ftanb jdyon auf bem Papiere unb Dregon
gnten floricten tn vers

fdpievenen Stivten, Der gute Waller,
ber gine m&amaﬁm bet ber
P tapfer mit,

Dex veutide Staat blicd aber gludlicers

2 e —————
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“‘{:'f S e B frix .‘ff-ﬂi_u- SEFO

oal frewndjgantiigite und iy veslebte
vort glidlde ;, und wire vielleidt
sqnslang auf bem Pojten geblichen,s
menn mdt eine ploglide Wenoung eins
getreten wive,

Jm Sommer von 1842 fam ocob
Rembard nady Emneinnati, um md ju
Uberreven, mit ihm in Dev Pauptitadt
ein beutfed Blatt ju geiinden, da bev
LGio #blec eingegamgen war. J§

atte Reinbard alé den Jngenieur ber
ationalftrafie jmijden Golumbud und
Springfield Lennen unbd daten geleent.
Die Uusfidyten jdienen ginpig und fo
ing i) venn auf ben Borjdlag ein,
s::'mbm‘b fehrte nad) Eolumbus jurid
unb iberliep mic alle weiteren Boclehs
en, wobei mir Wolitor mit feinem
erfabrenen Mathe freundlih gur Seite
ftand.,  Wexfdpeoene Namen wurben
von Molitor, Rioter und mir fiix bas
neue Blatt vorgeidlagen und dhiehlid
liefien wir bie Wahl vurd) vad Lood ents
fdyeiben. Gine Todjter Dlolitor's gog ben
Ramen , Der Wejthote” aud bem Hute
unb babei blieb es, 34 befiellie bic
Typen, bie auf Fradtmagen von Philas
belphia diber bie Berge nag Eolumbus
gefdyleppt werben muften und lange auds
blichen. @3 ift baber em  Jerthum,
wenn in Freund € dhoffs ,Jn bee neuen
Heimath” pefapt mieo, pak Keinbaround
Fieler Die Druderei bed |, Aoler” ans
| tauften. e , Weftbote” trug niemals
ein anehgul lerw, fonbern n-%\m am
2ten Olwber 1843 um Ceftenmal auf
eigenen Fitken 1m funflnagelneuen Ha-
bit.  ¥n ber jehigen Wainfteafie, mo
it 5. Ebuly's elegontes Wobnhous
itebt, in einem un*deinbarenFramehaufe,
eine Treppe  bod), Defann fidy  bie

Sdmarylinftlec” Bube, Dlem Nady: |

folger in ber Webaction bes , Bolleblat:
tes” war Beo. iy, frither Hector bed

Bymnafiums in Meinmgen, ein fehe

befabigter Journalift, ber eine febr
fdparfe, oft nux au bijfige Feber fillnte,

==

those Says an cccentric, enthusiastic, and
perverselp foteheaded fellow was mewer
issing from among our Beloved German
compatriots. So it came about that, among
others, a plan was fatehed to found a
German state in Oregon. The constitution
was alreaby on paper and the Oregon
Fiffemen's Company flourished in several
cities. The good Walker, who plaped a
prominent role in the story, marched
bravely with them. The German state,
however, remained fortunately on paper.
in Cincinnati T became more closely
acquainted with Stephan Molitor, Henry
Robter, €mill Elauprecht, €ouard MWuhl,
gkarl Rummelin, and other prominent
luminaries of the German literary circle.
Rafter, whom I fab already met in
Columbus, was the real founder of the
"Dolksblattes” which later passed into
MWolitor's hands. Rodter cfited the
"Dolkeblatt” at the fime but he was
running for the office of justice of the
peace and couldn't give the paper the
proper attention, At his request 1 RelpeS
fiim out and wrote @ variety of pieces for
the paper which met with approval, and
when Robter left, to Sevote fimself to the
[, Tolitor, to mp great surprise, offered
me the ¢bitorship of the paper. That was
in any case a areat Romour for the
“bearfiless pouth”, as the "WhHighlatt”
bubbeb me, especially as many other, ofber,
and far more experienced men fad applicd
for the job. The "Dolksblatt” was at the
time the only Serman Jaily in the . 5.
evett the “Mew YorRer Stagtsseitung”
appeared onfy three times a week. With
renewed vim and vigor T went to worf, Wrp
relationship with MWolitor was the
frienblicst and I spent happy Savs theve,
and would probably fave romained for

years in the job if something new Hadn't
suddenfy stepped in.

In the summer of 1342, Jacob Reinhard
came to Cincinnati to persuabe me to
founS with Him a German newspaper in
the capital since the "Ohio Ablr" had
ceased to exist. T hal met, and hfel§ in
esteem, Reinfard whe was the engineer for
the national Righway between Columbus
anb Springfield. The prospects [(ooked
favorable and so I gave notice of my
resignation. Reinfard returned to
Columbus and [cft to me all further
arvangements in connection with which
Mslitor “stood friendls™ at my side with
fis experienced afvice. 2 varicty of names
for the mew paper were suggested by
Melitor, Robiter, and me, and finally we
Secibed to Sraw lofts for it. Omne of
Molitor's Saugfiters frew the name "Der
Westbote” from the hat and so it was
called. T orbered the type, which hiad to be
shipped from PhilaSelphia by wagon over
the mountains to Columbus and was a fong
time on the wayp, so that it took over a
vear for the first issue to appear.
Therefore it was a mistake when €ERoff
stated in “In Per neuen Heimath™ that
Femhard anb Fieser started up the “Abler”
printing Aouse. The "Westbote” never
wore fabed clothes but appeareS in its owon
sparffing new Sress when it was first
published on October anf 1843, The
"magician's” shop was located om the
present MWain Street in a plain,
insignificant«fooking, onesstorep, frame
builGing where J. €berly's elfegant House
now stanbs.

MWrp successor as editor of the
"OolRsblatten” was Geo. Rits, former
principal’ of the Grammar School in
Meiningen, & very able journalist, who

The sentence about Ekhoff’s book and a portion of the sentence following it are missing from Mildred’s translation. I did the best I
could with Google Translate. My understanding of this passage is that Ekhoff’s book about Germans in their new country must have
wrongly reported that Reinhard and Fieser used the print shop that had formerly been used by the publishers of Der Adler.
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[Revter that fid fodter ale Mitglied der
| @efeypebung feroor; Tolitor fithete
|fein_, Bolfeblatt” ecfolgreid) fort, bis
(ijn bas lter ywang, ficy uc Hube au
ehen, unb bad |, Bolfeblatt” an feinen
ngd;\:itgu[nbn of, und F. Haffaured
u dtherteagen. ]
: Golumbug war in 1843 immer nod
fehe flein, bie beutidje Bevdlterung nids
febr sablueich und wenig bem ttelt, die
peutfdyen Gefdjaftaleute lonnte man an
ben Fingetn pablen, wopu nod) fam, bak
in Siabt unb Gounty bie Whigs in dber:
wiltigenbes Mehrheit wacen. Die Grin:
bung eined deuticyen bemofratifden Blats
te6 war baber leine leidyte Uufgabe.
Dagu gehocte ein eiferner Fleif fefter
‘mLE:, ftrenge Sparfamleit in ben Aus:
gaben unbd unermibvlide Ausvauer, Erit
nady ein paat Jahren waren bie grofiten
Sdywierigleiten dberwunden, Dann aber
nagm bab Blait einen faum geahnten
Huffoung. Sein Seferleeid befdrantte
fih miht mefr auf Dhio allein, jondern
Defmte fidy fber bie angrempenden Staa
ten aus. Gein Emilup wuds immer
pedeutenber unb i manden Geg
'bes Staated wurbe ber MWeflbote {dyerse
weife bie , bermoleatifdie Bibel” genannt,
Man wird M?i eigrfmmd’ it 'b‘u
Rahmeeigleit Digen, wenn
vl e e
m gro uwrd) bie
%lﬁ& baf ber ,Meftbote” ben n
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Ton u treffen wufte, indem ex ju feinen

ner i , all vets |
e e s Do i unemiEgrade |

ju veben fudte unb fidy bemiihte, felbit
bie vermideltitenFagen in bindiger uno
Loyt faplidyer Werfe flax ju ftellen, Das
| madyte 1hn gu einee belicbten Walldseis
tung, yu einem willfommenen Bajte in
ben aiti:im und Huiten ver Lanbsleuts,
bie feine Seit hatten, beim Lefen einer

situng ein Fremowdrterbud) nadyu:

lagen ober Dad firn ju martern, um
| en verfledien Sinn cined bunfeln Safis

- e 2 5. sdpo

o d J‘J.‘ - ﬂ';‘.i" lots

W\Mﬂn Jm Hllgemeinen folate
cftbote ber Megel, bie (56:&:10’!
Fauft fetnem Famulus Wagnes empfahl :
Sudy er ben reblidien Memsinn !
e T wumﬂu’nm
&3 triigt Berftind und redyrer Sinn,
At wenig Sanft fid) feiber vor;
Had menn's eudy Senjt oft, was w fagen,
ft's ndihia, !Bn(‘knim’%] n:" -
a,
oo 4 ek St £ i
Sinb unesquidiics t
Dex ﬁmﬂ omd) die Nlu;:h“uillzt fiiwe.

_ Jm Dai 1884 wusbe das Blatt von
ben alten Hrrausgebern, bie mehr ald
vietyig Jabhre treu gufammenitanben und
nod) beute als Partner Feeud und Leid
mit einanber theilen, an bie ,Wefls
bote Gompagnie fibestragen, bic bafjelbe

im alten @efte fortfegt, — Dleine
mal,uge Thitigleit als Seitunge Res
teur [afit fidy in ben Worten ufams
menfaffen :  ununiesbrodjene Withe unp
Hrbeit, gahllofe Feverlriege, bie erbittert.
ften in ben finfyiger Jahrem in hmi
SRamypfe ywildien ben Grilnen unb ben
@rauen, viclfacdge Hergerlidleiten, bie
nun cinmal mit bem Beitunggejdifie
verlnilpft finb, wobet dex Humor, trof
allebem, nidyt audgehen burfte, Dhme
Bweifel waren Jecthiimer nidt augges
faloffen, benn e irct ber Menfd fo
{ang er [Etubt.“‘ Hoffen basf id abez
bod) wobl, Daf mandjes gute Saamens
lmfat,mdg?:;ﬁmmglll;i% im Jnterefie ber
au en  beutiden eny, im
PWeftboten ausgeitreut mutht,l;ﬂuf frischt
baren Boben mqinﬁm ift.unb baf mic viels
t nod) Mandjer ein freundlides Ans
bewabren wird, wenn i nidye

meljr ba bin, 9 l!‘.‘5

wiclded a very sharp and often too bitter
pen. Robter [ater became a member of the
legisfature; Molitor carried his
“Dolhsblatt” en successfully until o age
foreed him to retive and Kand over the
“DofRsbliatt” to his sonsindaw,

in 1843 Colwmbus was still very small
anf the German population not werp
numerous nor very well off; the German
business men coul be counted om one's
fingers from which it followed that the
Whigs were in the overwhiciming majority
in citp and county. Consequentle, the
founding of a Semocratic, German
newspaper was ne (ight unfertaking,

An iron constitution, firm
Setermination, strictest cconomyp in
spending, and imdefatigable tenacity were
all mecessarp. It took a couple of pears to
overcome the bigaest obstacles, Buf then
the paper took an upswing which was
hardly forescen. Its circle of reabers was
ne [onger restricted just to Ofio but spread
to the neighboring states. Its influence
arew ever more important and in many
regions of the states the "Westbote” was
jokingly calle§ the "Bemocratic Bible", I
ope one will not blame me for boasting if
T sap that this vapid growth can in [arge
part be explained By the fact that the
“Westbote” Rnew fow to strife the right
note in that it talked to its realers in a
simple, elear style without, fowever, using
the wulgar idiom and always took pains to
present the most complicated questions in
a concise and easilp unferstood manner.
This mabe it a paper Belowed by the
people, a welcome guest in the ouses and
cottages of the country folk whe Hidm't
have time, while reading a newspaper, to
ook up words in a foreign Bictionary or
rack their Grains to Sig out the meaning of
some obscure composition, The "Westbote”

followed the rule which Gocthic's Faust
recommended to fis assistant, Wagner:
“Seorn such success! 10y thou an
Fomest qame!
Be o mere empty tinkling fool!
True sense and reason reach their aim
With fittle help from art or rule,
Be carnest! Then what need to seck
Tihie words that best pour meaning
speak?
Oh, pour orations, garnished, trimmed,
refined,
Tickling men's fancies where they're
chieffy weak,
Zre unvefreshing as the drigsling wind,
That through the autumn's sere [eaves
whistles bleak.”
In Thay 1884 the paper was transferred
from the of6 publishers, who fab been loval
to cach other for more than forty pears and
still share joy and sorvow as partners, to
the "Westbote Co." which still continues to
carry om in the of5 spirit. Wy 44 pear
occupation @ newspaper editor can be
summed up in these worbs: uninterrupted
toil and trouble, countless polemice (or
“paperawars”), the most bitter in the 50's
Buring the fiaht Between the "Greens” and
the "Greys’. many agaravations which
onfy once were actually concerned with the
newspaper business, and even then fumor
was not allowed to fail. UnSoubteSfp,
mistakes were not ruled out for "man errs
as long as he [ives.” T Bare hope, however,
in spite of this, that many goof scefis were
sown by the "Westbote”, especially in the
interests of the awakening German youth,
falling on fertile around, an that manyp,
perhaps, will Gave a friendlfe memorp of me
wofien I'm no longer here, §. 5

In her 1974 translation, Mildred provided this helpful note. The “Greys and the Greens” were two factions, political and otherwise,

of the German immigrants of the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s. Most of the “Greys” adhered to the Democratic Party, the “Greens” to the

Republican.
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FIg &EH w‘ls .
o o

nvuwo Saml'\‘lw afternoon, March

4, Funeral services at the rulnunflp‘
Munday . afternoon  at 2 ueloﬂr.
Burial private. 4-5

| Enhrﬁ Hnzeine.

'i\‘enuhm “und Wefonnten  hiermit

bie Trouernady :d;t. baft mn Samita
Nadymittag, ben 3, Wy 1917, 1=
fer thevierer Gatte 1D Bater, -Q't'rr
Lonis Friedrid) Fivier,
| in feiner Wolmuig, No. 31 Samilt
| Snenie, im "‘Ilhr von B2 Jabre
'itnzhcu iit. Tie '-Urrrhmuun
i Montag, don 5. Witey 1917, Nod;
imlﬂ'ans w2 Uie, o bent S rauer
| haus aus aui dem Greenlaion Frieds
hnf flatt.  Die Weifesung it privat.
Um ftiftes Beileid bitten,
i) Die h‘umlm 5mﬁ:rﬁlw&m

’Cvf--'ﬂ- Tttt

@bituary

our dear husban§ and father, 20r.
Louis Friebrich Fieser,

Moeurning message to friends and
acquaintances, that on Saturfay
aftermoon, the 316 of Tnarch 1017,

Died at his Kome, WMo. 31 Hamilton
Hvenue, at the age of 2. The funeral
takes place at 2 o'clock on Monfay,
the sth of MWarch 1917 from the
house of mourning to Greenfawn
Cemeterp. The burial is private.
Requesting silent condolences,

The arieving sureivors,

It seems that early 20th century obituaries were sometimes addressed to the reader and signed by the bereaved. In this case, the family
may have been requesting privacy or minimal contact from friends wishing to offer sympathy. The literal translation for the next to
last line is, “Ask for silent condolences.” (Google Translate) What I came up with instead is only a little less awkward, but I could not

find samples of old obituaries that offered alternative wording.
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Telegram offering condolences to Martha Victoria Kershaw Fieser following the death of her husband Louis Friedrich Fieser on
March 3, 1917. The telegram is in an envelope pasted onto a page in the diary.
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Following the telegram, letters of condolence
to Martha Victoria Fieser are attached to the
next two pages.

Souvenirs from Louis Fieser’s childhood are
pasted onto the next two pages of the diary.

This will inform Papa and Mamma that

| Louis has been a first rate boy this week,

had perfect lessons and been very correct
in deportment.  E. G. Brandt

(=)

To the Christ Child
in heaven.

Columbus, Dec. 22, 1862
| Dearest Christ Child!

with little men and a

box with soldiers.

I promise to be

good and obedient.
Your dear little friend

Louis Fieser.

;«é.""

War News (above) probably concerns the Civil War. Louis
would have been six 1/2 years old when the Civil War began
and 10 1/2 when it ended. Louis’s cousin, Gustavus Selbach,
served in the 9th Ohio Infantry, a unit made up almost entirely
of German immigrants.
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To my kind mother

_ on her
Ll crsinns Pl /PP, birthday
Zaiw on the 24th of August, 1864
o, from her little son
O 72 Louis Fieser

On your birthday, mother dear,
?; ot ﬁ“"‘"’“ﬂy i, Tom asking for your wish

A ot R, F P

SR ﬁfﬁ ﬂf‘fﬂ’y’f/ i{rzﬁ ~ Hope you can be with us for a long time
ppat= o o %;m: tﬂl‘f‘( 4..{: ). And God bless you many more days

Forgive me, oh my dear mother
If I sometimes sadden you

By being naughty or disobedient
Believe me I always love you.

£
S </J/Jr: S %‘&/f!

r/’:'z&r/’{ﬂfi&f.t‘ o Ak Aleidleloies
nl’ af ploln fiike Why, oh dear mother

g ﬂéf il :
A # diy Fizr pen Was I praised today.

I want to be a good boy

WPy And gi '
B e e S letbiy fa give you a lot of joy.
wd A eraan e !
Gt Gl gzt [want to be kind and good and diligent
And listen to your teachings.
J My mother dear is still alive

:;,?{ AkLied ) wrdrap Aol

I shall always love you.

Louis Frederick Fieser, one of the
first students to register at Ohio State
University, died Saturday. March 3rd,
+t his home, 31 Hamilton Ave.. Colum-
bus, after an illness of four days. Mr.
Fieser was 62 years old. He leaves a
widow (Miss Kershaw), two daughters,
Dorothy and Martha, the latter a stu-
dent at the University, and one son,
Louis Frederick, Jr.
Mr. Fieser attended Ohio State from
1*93 1o 76, afterwards going to Vienna
to study civil engi ing. He foll d
this profession for twelye years, when
he became a member of the firm of
Reinhard & Co., hankers. More re-
cently he has been in the iron business.
Mr. Fieser was always an enthusiast-
‘e Ohio State man, and loyally kept up
ais college connections and friends until
his death. He was a member of the

Ohio State Association.

gr.n.\,h [I‘!-_...... RC‘G }f{m(ﬁ_&}'

hfﬂ-&ll—f-‘-—'
felbroory 25, 17
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| HoLD uEmon'mL sgnch.

Sivanty-Ona Membare Have Oied|
Since First Meeting of Colum- ]

bus Rotarians. g aa
Alalmple but unpw-nl\e merorinl

servien for thuso members of the © |

‘unibos Kotary clul who have died ]

Pinge by Bemt mooting, on Jan 6|
n’gvﬂm Beld at the weekly upch- |

wop Tuesday at the Deshler, Twonly |
elmrter moembiss wore prosent Tha
Ila&eof tho dend was read by D,

Thompson, premident of Ghie |
-Et:lc university, and homorary Tta- |

! | Brandage enlogived the deparied, a|
st of whosoe names follows:
IR, Bown, L. I Fiemer John |
Boyer; Geargo . Burhn. Charles FL
yn,  Frank Alsyeh,  Witinm
| Bucher, Harvey Hichor, Henry Wels-
sanbach, Irving Pluukarp, Georga O
Baswel), Al €. Field, 1. Edward Ore

o o Bdwards, Bigar K. Bluck
ﬁ Aalealm Kinnard, Panl G Epenee, |

Genealogical Forum of Oregon

Mugdan. Dy, Thompeon aod Rev. FF. |

2.0, Frankenbers, Orrle W, Covk, |

J’oumﬂ- H. Devers aml  Robert 1|

Tucked into the journal, but not attached, are family mementoes photographed on the following pages, including an “Obituary”
written by Friedrich Fieser for his grandson Friedrich Fieser Krauss, or “Fritz,” who died at the age of seven months and six days on

April 29, 1888.

@WWW(@M
B A

/dma/ ,m//a;,,l;./ m%.{j/

M./@.W %.f:fé;zw
g

7 %ﬁ w*»’if 727;% |
S 0 ,, -
»f/-"”
Li:r” j—m y»-'? "J-"i:'}’b’ff”
g W“
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Obituary
To my little grandson Fritz

“Let the dear children come to me
For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”
They are the true devout,
Without wrong, and like angels.
#
Like young blossoms,
Untouched by the dust of life,
Are the little ones,
Pure, unspoiled and without sin.
#
Come you sweet innocent angel,
Depart from the short dream.
It is life’s wants and needs
That trouble your dear consciousness.
#
You are better off than most,
In the light and high sky.
In the realm of eternal peace,
We shall meet you again.
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(Right) Louis Fieser was a student in the first class to attend Ohio State
University, originally named Ohio Agricultural and Mechanical College.
This paper could be the flyleaf of a small book or a page torn from a
notebook. “April 11, °74” is written in pencil in the upper right corner;

Louis was 19 years old at the time.
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Program for Louis Friedrich Fiesers confirmation,
St. Paul’s German Church, Columbus, Ohio, 1871.

- 25 Dec. 1889.

> Ao ~ Dearest Louise!

~ Bertha tells me you are wishing

- .For a Burea blanket, I would have
Joved to buy you one, however,
‘wanted to give you the chance to
select one yourself. Go ahead and
«choose one, and I will bear the costs.

Your old

Fritz

Pomioy, 0. Feb. 25, 1916

£
=

BV JouN ¥ MEADDEN

We e your condescemion 1o tell you
OF liying il i the il s ot Cabom-

oo
(m:uwunwuunlmul

And b orings bin bt Bike Harry Wi
o el A e
Chomw:

W shonldered bats wad marched, marched
i Frou Ba

L Cumtes asdd
l A F

An article about Ohio State Univeristy’s student baseball
club; Louis Fieser is the subject of the second verse of a
song written by one of the teammates. Louis played catcher

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY MONTHLY

Song of the Frankling

n
Fiers i our catcher. sad o very wed e
-
He knows how 1o handle & ball, aad is sho
wood ut
He ke in sing's ot obes, and greets
you with &
Aad wheae'er be huits bin Fagers, be trades
with MeQuigs wwhile.
Charu:
n
O o lrom Ashd Toeland,
i b o)
Whea he riogn o ball the nine ol dhoer, oo
Sotepm in 8 boke™
And says he could not catch Baie bally if i
were ta save bin woul.
Charm:

n
Towmshend plays on first base, in that place
be's ot bad,
MeChuigg holds kis owa o0 sccond and third
WM*DA“
Tl; thave sre grod looking, and sl geed
«
Owe in tall, one is loan, said the adher e
wery fat.
Chermi
v
Moah, Will asd Rebers (the oy sad for-
he | wad dis thee beat wend vhe

without any protective gear!

-
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Book Review

Hidden Sources:
Family History

in Unlikely Places

Reviewed by Anne Sharp

Author: Laura Szucs Pfeiffer
Publisher: Ancestry

Publication Date: 2000

Pages: 296

GFO call No.: 973.How-To Sour Pfei 2000

nline record collections have made learning

about one’s family history much more accessi-

ble for researchers from the casually curious to
professional genealogists. But where does one begin to
dig deeper?

In the introduction to her book, Hidden Sources: Family
History in Unlikely Places, author Laura Szucs Pfeiffer,
encourages us that “if we know where to look, we may
... get a glimpse of [our ancestors’] everyday lives, to
capture their personalities, and to comprehend the traits
and values they have handed down to us ...”

Hidden Sources provides an overview of where one can
find more obscure information. The Table of Contents
presents a quick scan of what records are included. In
the book, Ms. Pfeiffer lists over one hundred types of
resources and describes the facts that can be found. She
adds Selected Readings and sometimes Internet Sites of
Interest or lists of repositories for each topic. For exam-
ple, in Admiralty Court Records, one can find expected
information about seamen, ships, and cargo. In addition,
records for people who lived along navigable waterways
could be found. It was interesting to read that the Works
Progress Administration paid unemployed persons to
organize government information into records such as
bibliographies, inventories, and the Soundex system that
lists certain census information by the sound of surnames.
Other interesting topics include apprenticeship agree-
ments, records of the Freedmen’s Bureau and Freedmen’s
Savings and Trust Company, and orphan train records
among many others.

Volume 75, Number 2
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HIDDEN
SOURCES

Family History in Unlikely Places

2,

By Laura Szucs Pfeiffer

Appendixes at the end of the book contain lists of State
Archives, National Archives and Records Administration,
Historical Societies, The Family History Library and
Centers, Genealogical Societies, and major U.S. genea-
logical libraries, plus an index.

Hidden Resources provides a list of record sources with
concise descriptions to help family history researchers
access new information about ancestors and the times in
which they lived. The author leads to resources that can
add life and color to our family heritage.
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Book Review
Scottish Baronial Families
1250-1750

Reviewed by Wendy Negley

Author: David Dobson

Publisher: Genealogical Publishing Company
Publication Date: 2024

Pages: 199

Price: $35.00 plus shipping

Order from: Genealogical.com

GFO Call No.: 941.6.GeneaDobs1250-1750

sits title suggests, this book is a compendium of
Athe Scottish Baronial Families from the years
1250 to 1750. It was written by David Dobson,
a genealogist who is well known for his many volumes
covering Scottish genealogy and immigration to America
as well as Scots in Ireland (Ulster) and even Nova Scotia.
This work is essentially a list of all the Scottish Baronies.
It starts with an introduction that gives the reader the
history of the Baronies in Scotland, the types of records
involved, with the Baronial Courts being of most interest,
and where these records can be found today. He also gives
a bibliography that would be useful to the researcher.

The rest of the book lists each baronial family in alpha-
betical order by family name. He gives the date the barony
was granted by which ruler, its location, who inherited
it, and often some family history. The author also often
tells the origin of the family name. In addition, he names
one or two people of the name who are recorded in the
Americas. This is all very helpful if this is your family,
but also it could offer insight into your clan or the area
where your ancestors lived. Knowing about the Baronial
Court records could also add to one’s possible sources of
family data.

Unfortunately, there is no index, so you must rely on the
alphabetical list of names. Nonetheless, if you have traced
your Scottish family back to the years between 1250 and
1750, this book could be very helpful. Personally, I plan to
look up one of the books he mentions in the Bibliography
to see if I can find more information on any of my Scottish
families.

40
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IN MEMORIUM

Joyce Ann Grant-Worley
1950-2025

oyce Grant-Worley died at the age of 74, in Gresham,
Multnomah County, Oregon, on 14 June 2025. She
was a member of the Genealogical Forum of

Oregon from 2015-2024, where she volun-
teered in key roles, including with the Board
of Directors.

On 17 July 1950 Joyce was born to
Joseph and Jean (Gillette) Grant in
Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon.
The family lived briefly in Idaho and
Washington State before returning to
Portland, where Joyce graduated from
Parkrose High School in 1968. She
continued her education at Oregon State
University in Corvallis, obtaining a bache-
lor’s degree in Home Economics in 1973. For
the next six years she worked as the fabric and
crafts manager of a Fred Meyer store back in Portland.

In 1977 Joyce married Bruce Lowell Worley, whom she
met in Corvallis. Moving briefly to Ithaca, New York, she
completed a master’s degree at Cornell University in 1979.
The couple then bought a home in the Overlook area of
North Portland where they raised their two children.

In 1981 Joyce embarked on a 35-year career as manager
for Oregon’s Health Statistics and Vital Records Unit.
Along with contributing to the Center for Health Statistics
newsletter she co-authored over six CDC research publi-
cations and co-edited numerous other health publications.
Additionally, Joyce was co-creator of Oregon’s Benchmark
project, establishing 272 goals for 1995, 2000, and 2010,
while using data-tracking for health and non-health issues
across the state. In 2015 she co-founded the Online Birth
and Death Data Mapping project and was a presenter on
this topic for that year’s Oregon Public Health Association’s
annual meeting.

Volume 75, Number 2

In retirement Joyce enjoyed travel cruises, photography;,
scrapbooking, musical theater, and more time with her
family members. She continued activities with her
Native American community and included her
children and grandson, notably at Salmon
Camp. Joyce was passionate about her

ancestry which included the Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians,
the Metis Nation, and immigrant ances-
tors from Scotland.
Joyce’s volunteer work with the
Genealogical Forum began with special
interest groups and research assistant
projects. By 2019 she was leading the
Family Tree Maker Users Group and was
appointed to GFO’s Board of Directors. By
2020 Joyce was liaison to GFO’s Special Interest
Groups, assisting leaders with the transition to online
meetings and related documentation amidst COVID
restrictions. One leader noted, “I could not have func-
tioned in that role without her concise how-to emails and
reminders.” By 2023 her activities were curtailed by breast
cancer treatments.

In 1992 Joyce was preceded in death by her spouse
Bruce after his seven-year battle with cancer. Survivors
include her sister Lisa, daughter Jean, and son Brian, along
with their spouses, and one grandchild.
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In Memoriam

Richard Marvin Palmer
(1924-2011)

ichard Palmer died in Portland, Multnomah Upon retiring in late 1982, Richard and Helen travelled
RCounty, Oregon, on 12 December 2011 at in a motor home, crossing the U.S. to New England
the age of 87. He was a life member and back to Portland at least three times. Their

of the Genealogical Forum of Oregon start- travels included visiting and researching the
ing in 1978; his wife Helen was added ancestral sites of Helen’s family. She was
in 1986, as she was the primary family an avid family genealogist who worked
genealogist. on her tree for over 20 years, with one
Richard was born on 5 October branch that included Richard’s family.
1924 in Ford’s Prairie, Lewis County, Helen showed early signs of Alzheimer’s
Washington. He was the fourth of five disease starting in 1978 but continued to
children born to Roy and Mary (St. work on the family tree. Richard assisted
John) Palmer, and the family survived her with this and other needs, and for her
living in tents or partly in their car, as Roy remaining 12 years became her full time
was an itinerant worker traveling around caregiver until her death in 2008, earning the

both Washington and Oregon. Young Richard PNty family nickname “Saint Richard” They had been
attended various schools including Centralia married for 48 years.
(Washington) and Hermiston (Oregon) High Schools, Richard’s survivors include his brother Dale and family,

graduating from the latter in 1942. The following year, stepsons Stephen and Robert Enna, their spouses, plus
amidst WWII, he was drafted and served in the U.S. Fifth four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Army, seeing combat in the Apennines of Northern Italy.
He was discharged in 1946 and studied engineering for
two years at Oregon State University, Corvallis. By then
his father had a construction business, where he took work
until he started his own concrete contracting company.
Some years later he was hired by the City of Porland as a
public works inspector.

Richard was very involved in Boy Scouts of America
and continued a leadership role through his adult years,
earning a Silver Beaver Award for his volunteer work.
It was in this capacity that he met Helen Heath whom
he married in 1960 at the First Congregational Church,
which became their lifelong parish. Helen was a widow
with two sons, whom Richard helped to raise.
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2024-2025 Annual Report of Donors

Genealogical Forum of Oregon

June 30! Your generous support for the Annual Appeal and other donations through the year has made it possible

We are thankful to everyone who supported the Genealogical Forum of Oregon this past membership year ending

to keep our organization as healthy as ever. Further, continued support for the exciting New Home initiative
establishes a solid foundation for our future.
In this past year, we were able to do everything we had planned. We purchased new computers, and conducted a full program
of GenTalks and the popular Fall seminar. We were able to add a Summer Seminar, too, and added two new SIGs. We have kept
our collection up to date, the largest in the Pacific Northwest. As we enter the Annual Appeal season for 2025-2026, please know
that your contributions, whether cash, securities, used vehicles, or books, are well appreciated and help keep GFO going.

Heritage Level ($5,000 to $9,999)
Richard Crockett
David & Wendy Doerner
Cheri A. Emahiser
in memory of Grandma Della Dodi

Lineage
($1,000 to $4,999)
Anonymous (4)
Sandra W. Bradley
Juliane Cross
in honor of ancestors
yet to be found
Doris Cruickshank
Roger A. Edwards
Jeanette Gent
Patricia Henderson
Carol J. LaBrie
Dennis J. Lundahl
in memory of Marlyn R. Lewis
Virginia McCormick
Gerald & Jane McGarvin
Geoft Smith
Glenn & Laurel Smith
Jon W. Springer
Gale Taylor
Greg & Joann Taylor
Nancy Todd
Carrol Turk
Wendlandt Family Fund
in memory of
Elizabeth Ann Wendlandt
David Witter
Gerald Zimmer
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Pedigree
($500 to $999)
Anonymous (3)
Doug Boleyn
Bobbie Dore Foster
Susan C. Hayes
Karen & Gordon Hubbard
Charitable Fund
Susan Luchs
April & Dayle Ober
Judith Rees
Marilyn D. Taylor
in memory of Adrien P. Taylor Jr.
Kathleen Teaze
Beth Webber
Loretta & John Welsh
Kristin Wingo

Ancestral
($100 to 499)
Anonymous (29)
Ray Ashmun
in honor of April Ober
Geri Auerbach
LauraJ. Aust
Eliabeth M. Boggs
Nedra Dickman Brill
Debra L. Brodie
Dennis Brophy & Cathy Gwinn
Sharon A. Brown
Larry & Janet Cartmill
Susan Chodorow
Colleen M. Cook
in memory of Maurice L Cook

Sincerely,
Geoff Smith, President

John Criscitiello
Cathy Armstrong Cudney
B. Davidson
Dale & Elsie Deatherage
Brian M. & Marla S. Duffield
Susanna N. Duke
Norman C. Dyer
in memory of Toni E. Dyer
Kathy J. Eaton
Lorna Elliott
William M. Elliott
Lucinda Eshleman
Alice Murray Fay
Greg Fredricks
William Freeman
Kenith Fritsche
Daniel & Leah Frye
Gail Getz
Mary Goss
Chris D. Hart
Michael Houston
Ann W. Howell
in memory of John B. Howell
Toby L Hurley
in memory of James L. “Jim” Hurley
Pam Husband
Susan Jaeger
Barbara Jones
Peg Kenaga
Christine King
Jeanette B. Kloos
Carolyn L. Kranzler
Carolyn H. Ladd
Catherine Lauer
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Jack Lautenschlager

in honor of Phyllis Wilson
Leslie Brinkley Lawson
Connie & Gerry Lenzen
Locke Family Association
Trina M. Lundgren
Anita A. Lustenberger

in memory of Judith Fox, CG
Lornie McCormick-Goodhart
Margaret McCrea
Dennis L. McDonald

in memory of

Linda ] (Pusey) McDonald
Lou McLean

in memory of Julia | Bafico Marquiss
Cristy L. McMannis
Joan B. McWilliams
Linda R. Meyer
Marietta Miick
Linda A. Nettekoven
Gwen E. Newberg
Barbara Pace

in memory of Thomas B Wraith

Ted & Adele Pelletier
Eliza Pride
Garth L. Rand
in memory of Rosemary Rand
Bonnie Randolph
Emily B. Reding
in memory of Tressa Reding
Gaye Richardson
Iris Riley
in honor of
Evelyn Dibble Greenstreet
Judith Roberts
Susan Saul
Brenda Scearcy
Susan Scharf
Anne Sharp
Connie J. Shipley
Sandra Smit
Diana Smith
Sally S. Smith
Lois Streimer
Barbara Thomas
Ralph & Jeri Thonstad
Wayne C. Travillion

Stephen W. &
Patricia Robison Turner
Ed Vandehey
Maureen K. Vega
Helen E. Wand
Barbara Wegner
Anne Wheeler
Richard W. Whiting & Carrie Laisner
Traci ] Willey
in memory of
Maxine Greosser Brill Hewitt Blaumer
Judith B. Wilson
Mary Wirtz
Agnes C. Zueger
Linda Zurmuhlen & Patty

Also, thank you to our corporate
donors: Intel Corporation, Oregon
Beverage Recycling (Bottle Drop),
Fred Meyer (Kroger), and Nike, Inc.
And to major book donors Stewart
and Karen Martin, Claire Morelli,
Truman Sasaki, the Possibilities Thrift
Stores in Redmond and Madras, and
the Wilsonville Public Library.

Thank
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GENEALOGICAL FORUM OF
OREGON GENTALK

INTRODUCTION
ONE-PLACE ST

January 17, 2026
30 pm

W|th Jane Harris

FREE registration at
gfo.org/gentalk
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mailto:gfo.org/gentalk?subject=
mailto:gfo.org/gentalk?subject=

GENEALOGICAL FORUM OF OREGON INC

Offices & Library
2505 S.E. 11th Ave. Suite B018
Portland OR 97202-1093

GFO DECEMBER 2025 EVENTS

Check the calendar for the URL to participate in online events: gfo.org/calendar.

Wednesday, December 3

Saturday, December 13

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 6

Learn and Chat

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 7

Virginia Roots & Vines
German Group

5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Pacific NW
Genealogy

Monday, December 8

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Roots Magic
Tuesday, December 9

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Board Meeting
Wednesday, December 10

1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Great Lakes SIG
Thursday, December 11

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Q Review

2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m Virtual Holiday Party
Tuesday, December 16
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Al in Genealogy SIG
Wednesday, December 17
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. DNA Q&A
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. New Home
Committee
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Irish Group
Saturday, December 20
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Genealogy Problem
Solvers
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. African American
Ancestry
Sunday, December 28
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. GFO Work Party


https://gfo.org/calendar

