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Voting Records: Genealogy’s Best Kept Secret 

Looking for a date of birth or death? The date and court of 
naturalization? Where your ancestor disappeared to, or where he 
came from?  His political outlook? Even what kind of house he lived 
in? Voting records may have the answer.  These often-overlooked gems 
can be packed with genealogical information, and you won’t believe 
what they can tell us about our ancestors!

Pam Vestal entered the field of genealogy after a 21-year career as a 
professional writer. She does genealogical research for clients, has 
articles published in the Association of Professional Genealogists 
Quarterly, and lectures up and down the West Coast. 
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“Three suffragists casting votes in New York City,” Library of Congress, lccn.loc.gov/97510725


