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Harold Hinds, Ph.D., was Distinguished 
Research Professor of History at the University of 
Minnesota-Morris, and is the author of several 
books, including Crafting a Personal Family 
History: A Guide Plus A Case Study, and A Basic 
Guide to Genealogical and Family History 
Resources for Essex County, New York.

Capturing & Bringing to Life Your

U.S. FARM 
ANCESTOR

THE “OCCUPATION” LINE ON THE CENSUS MAY SAY 
“FARMER,” BUT THAT IS NOT ALL THERE IS TO KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR U.S. FARM ANCESTOR.  LEARN ABOUT 

THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF RECORDS THAT MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION ON INDIVIDUAL FARMS, AS WELL AS 
RESEARCH STRATEGIES FOR RECONSTRUCTING FARM 

LIFE AND PRODUCTION OF A FARM FAMILY.
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