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DISCOVER YOUR IRISH ROOTS
AND
IRISH LAND RECORDS

Speakers: Gillian Hunt and Fintan Mullan
Ulster Historical Foundation

Spring Seminar and Workshop
Two Different Sessions ~ Attend One or Both

A~

Saturday Seminar
12 March 2016

9 am—4:30 pm

Discover Your Irish Roots

¢ Introduction To Irish And Scots-
Irish family history research

¢ Census substitutes and other
important sources for the
nineteenth century: strategies for
success

¢ Records related to the different
churches in Ireland

¢ Emigration from the north
of Ireland to North America
— strategies for researching
emigrant ancestors

¢ Land workshop on Sunday at the
GFO

¢ Q&A
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Sunday Workshop
13 March 2016
9:30 am-12:30 pm

Irish Land Records

¢ Land workshop

Fintan Mullan is the Executive Director of
the Ulster Historical Foundation. Working with
technology partners, Mullan was a pioneer in the
creation of online resources for Irish research. He
maintained the Foundation’s prominence in digital
database developments for Irish genealogy. Mullan
has managed the production of over 100 publica-
tions, including the popular Researching Scots-Irish
Ancestors. He has lectured widely in the U.S. and
in Canada, the UK., Australia, and New Zealand.

Gillian Hunt is Research Officer with the Ulster
Historical Foundation and manages the Founda-
tion’s many genealogical activities. She carries out
research for clients, teaches courses in Northern
Ireland, and gives talks on family history in Ireland,
the U.K. and U.S. Hunt has also provided research
for and appeared on BBC Northern Ireland tele-
vision shows, including “Who Do You Think You
Are?”

Ulster Historical Foundation
http://www.ancestryireland.com/
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Saturday Seminar Details Sunday Workshop Details
New Location Location
Milwaukie Center GFO Library
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Dr. 2505 SE 11th, Suite B-18 (Basement level)
Milwaukie, Oregon Portland, Oregon
Seminar Features Limited to 40 Attendees ~ Register Early!

Books from Heritage Quest

s . Syllabus
Books from Ulster Historical Foundation

$3 for paper copy — a free copy will be sent by email

Books from the GFO
Raffle
Syllabus Payment and Refund Details
$3 for paper copy — a free copy will be sent by email Pay online with PayPal using email address
Lunch payments@gfo.org

Bring your own or order from GG’s Deli. A Iunch selec- Pay by check, mail to: Irish Workshop, GFO, 2505 SE
tion form will be sent with your confirmation. Sack lunch  11th, Ste B-18, Portland, OR 97202-1061

is $8.35, includes choice of sandwich and salad. Add For cancellations received after 9 March 2016, refunds

$1.00 for gluten-free bread. will be made in the amount of the registration fee less a

Coffee, tea and snacks provided throughout the day. $10.00 cancellation fee.

Questions? Email seminar@gfo.org Lunch fees are non-refundable if canceled after 9 March
2016.

Registration Form
You may sign up for Saturday, Sunday, or both sessions. Prices are reduced for early registration.
Enter number of attendees, and sum each row, then calculate the total price for the final box.

Name Member No.
Email Telephone
[IPayment enclosed [Paid online at PayPal.com using the email address payments@gfo.org
Early Registration Registration
Event Before 9 February 2016 After 9 February 2016
Select any one
session or‘{)oth Member Non-Member Member Non-Member Sums
i Price Price Price Price
sesslons Number Number Number Number
each each each each
Saturday Seminar
Discover Your Irish $40 $45 $45 $50
Roots
Lunch from CG’s $8.35 $8.35 $8.35 $8.35
Deli (optional)
Add gluten-free $1 $1 $1 $1
bread
Syllabus $3 $3 $3 $3
(Paper copy)
Sunday Worksh
l,m ay YOTEshop $20 $25 $25 $30
Irish Land Records
Syllabus $3 $3 $3 $3
(Paper copy)
Total for All

D March, 2016
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Letter from the Editor

his year appears to be shaping up as one “for the

history books” for many reasons, not least of

which is the presidential election. We have also
lost many amazing artists in the first month of 2016. You
never know when something that happens around you
might impact you or your family for generations to come.
As many of you may know, one way to determine why
your ancestors made the choices they did is to look at the
historical events that were occurring at the time. Many
of our stories in this issue mention different historical
events, especially the article by William Freeman about
some of his ancestors and the importance they played
in the events of their times. Local history also touches
on a new column about the First Families of Multnomah
County. This article was written by Judith Leppert re-
garding the Amato family using information submitted
by Priscilla Joy (Amato) Bosley. You also can be part of
the First Families project if you have an early ancestor in
Multnomah County. To learn how, see the information
provided at the end of the article.

We have another article by Mark Graf, who in the last
issue shared his thoughts about beginning the process of
writing his family history. His article explores some chal-
lenges he had with identifying people in a photograph.
Duane Funk provides a helpful guide about visiting cem-
eteries, and we have a delightful letter written by Peter
Bosserman to his children and grandchildren.

This issue explores the descendants of Ellsworth
Bennett as we examine the sparse records in the Bennett
Family Bible. In an attempt to locate a living descen-
dant, our researchers created a fascinating chronology
about the members of the family. Nanci Remington’s
Tools column explores information you can find at Heri-
tageQuest, a database available through the Multnomah
County Library website, and our Spotlight this issue is by
Jim Rogers about all of the wonderful information you
can find in the GFO’s surname vertical files.

We have two more book reviews and both sound
very interesting. One is a fact book about adoption and

donor conception information
and the other is the Ultimate
Search Book, which discusses
many resources available for
people who are adopted or who
are trying to trace someone
who was adopted.

Unfortunately, we also have two more obituaries in
this issue. Again, we appreciate all of the work Judith
Leppert does in compiling the information for these
memorials.

[ want to reiterate the request I made last time, that
if anyone reading this is (a) interested in becoming a
co-editor with me, or (b) knows (or is willing to learn)
the computer program “InDesign,” and is willing to be
co-layout editor with Jay, please contact me at Bulletin@
gfo.org.

[ want to close this letter with a statement that may
or may not be obvious to all of you. As editors, it is not
our responsibility to confirm that every fact in every
article is 100% correct. I say at the end of every letter
that we welcome your feedback. We truly mean thatand
if you believe that something in an article is incorrect,
or you have a question about something written in an
article, please write to us. We will do our best to address
any concerns in some manner. That might be a “rebut-
tal” statement you submit that may be published in the
Bulletin or the Insider, it might be a written explanation,
or an editor’s note of some sort. We are glad to provide
differing points of view about articles and statements
made in the Bulletin.

[ always give a huge thank you to all of the volunteers
who assist with getting the Bulletin out. I am proud to
let you know that the Board of Directors selected the
proofreaders of the Bulletin as this month’s “Star” here
at the GFO. They all deserve it. We hope you enjoy this
issue and we truly welcome your feedback.

Respectfully, Marti Dell

March, 2016



Connecting Your
Ancestors to History

William H. Freeman

enealogists are always searching for

that new fact that will fill a gap in

their knowledge about an ancestor.
Sometimes as we create our pictures of
those ancestors, we overlook a basic real-
ity that can make the search interesting:
history is stories. We are piecing together
the story of an ancestor’s life.

Like our own lives, our ancestor’s life
existed in a context of time and place.
Where did our ancestor live? What were
the local conditions? What events affect-
ed that ancestor’s life? I like to find land
deeds which let me tie an ancestor to a precise physical
location, as well as sometimes offering unexpected
factual elements.

Best of all, though, is the discovery of facts that
link an ancestor to a major event of their times. Most
of our ancestors were not prominent. If they were in
the military, they were likely privates. In politics, they
were on tax lists and voter lists. But they still might have
been affected by some event, or even directly involved
in a major event as a participant. While not drivers of
their times, they were still players in the big picture that
framed their lives.

Thus, I enjoy discovering that some of my ances-
tors were involved in some way in major happenings
or movements of their time and place. The following
examples from my ancestors have entertained me, and
they may help you to realize that all of us have ancestors
who were at least peripheral parties to important events.

REVEREND ROBERT HUNT OF JAMESTOWN

In July 2015, I read a newspaper article about the identifi-
cation of four men buried under the altar of the original
Jamestown Church around 1608-1610.! I noticed that one
man was Reverend Robert Hunt, the original Jamestown
clergyman and a passenger on the ship Susan Constant.
I remembered that I had one or two Hunt lines, but I
did not remember how far back I had researched them.
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Robert Hunt Shrine at Jamestown.

Photo by Ser Amantio di Nicolao and courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

When [ opened my family tree program, [ discovered
that Reverend Robert Hunt was my tenth great-grand-
father. I had located him earlier while doing wide, but
shallow, research into my mother’s line. Before then, I
had spent more effort on my father’s line, which was
from western North Carolina backward into southeast-
ern Virginia. My mother’s line was in east central North
Carolina moving backward into Tidewater Virginia. All
of my ancestral lines were in North Carolina before 1790,
and none of my direct ancestors left the state.

When [ say wide and shallow it is because I started
with various family trees and other superficial evidence
suggesting who my North Carolina ancestors might have
been. I then worked from more recent to earlier times
to see what evidence upheld or rejected those people.
Currently, I am working with at least 100 confirmed
family lines in Virginia by the year 1700, with another
50-70 lines possible, but unconfirmed. I also have early
confirmed lines from Massachusetts in 1635, Maryland
in 1638, North Carolina in 1688, and Pennsylvania from
about 1683-1692.

Fortunately, GFO has a good collection of sources
for early North Carolina and Virginia, in particular,
the abstracts of early land patents (Virginia) and land
grants (North Carolina, including the Granville Grants).>
These are a gold mine of early names and locations. The
early Virginia patents name the passengers who were
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Graveyard at Jamestown.

Photo by Sarah Stierch; Permission per Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic
transported for land. The person paying for transport
could claim 50 acres per person for bringing people into
the colony. This was also true in Maryland and North
Carolina.

Unfortunately, my birth name is exceedingly com-
mon. Family members were able to trace back to a John
Freeman who acquired land about 1700 on the Nottoway
River (now in Sussex County, Virginia, crossing I-95),
thus probably arriving in the colony around 1699. Three
sources | was able to locate were an excellent book on
Sussex County history by Gary M. Williams which in-
cludes maps showing all original grants in the current
Sussex County (the western two-thirds of the original
Surry County), and two books with excellent maps and
indices by Ray Sasser for Brunswick and Greensville
Counties in Virginia, both of which lie between Sussex
and the North Carolina line. This was a major transition
area for pioneers between Virginia and North Carolina,
then further south and west, in the 1700s.

My family line on my mother’s Castlebury/Cas-
tleberry side back to Robert Hunt follows from my

grandmother Phelps (an old Maryland Eastern Shore
family in the 1650s) to her mother
Martha Darias Wright, to her mother
Emaline L. Harton, to her father
Gideon Harton, to his mother
Sarah “Sally” Pegram, to her mother
Frances Macon, to her mother
Anne Hunt, through three gen-
erations of William Hunts,
then to Reverend Robert
Hunt.

Reverend Robert Hunt (1569-1608) immigrated
alone to Virginia, leaving his wife behind. She had
scandalized his parish by her behavior with another
man, leaving Reverend Hunt few options to redeem his
reputation. He conducted the first church service in Vir-
ginia on landing at Cape Henry, depicted in a painting
at the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk.# There is a
local memorial to Reverend Hunt for his works during
that horrendous first year in which most settlers died
of disease and starvation.5 Various newspaper articles
give details on the research into the burials and their
identification through DNA studies, and they include
photographs of the skeletons in situ and after removal.®

Although Reverend Hunt’s early death would seem
to end his line in Virginia, it did not because his son
William came to Virginia from England around 1635,
re-establishing and continuing the family line to the
present day. Interestingly, William Hunt may have been
a conspirator in Bacon’s Rebellion but died before he
could be tried (conviction meant hanging).

The lesson from this research at Jamestown is that
you never know where or when new vital information
might appear. It pays to keep your eyes and ears peeled
everywhere for new clues.

JESSE FREEMAN OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY, VIRGINIA,
AND RUTHERFORD COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

I enjoy looking at old maps, learning what people knew
of their territory at the time and where the roads of the
time were located. One example of the value of this
is when I was perplexed by how my apparent fourth
great-grandfather Jesse Freeman (1749-1807/10) came
to serve in the Continental Line in Bute County, North
Carolina (now Warren and Franklin counties).” After I
found the plat of his home place in Brunswick County,
Virginia, I saw that he was no more than 10 miles from
that (now defunct) North Carolina county.

March, 2016



Bechtler Carolina gold coin.

Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Jesse Freeman (1749-1807/10), moved from Bruns-
wick County, Virginia, to Rutherford County, North
Carolina, in the late 1780s. He gained a state land grant
in 1796, though he was probably living on that land by
1790.% | am always interested in finding exactly where an
ancestor lived. While trying to pinpoint Jesse’s grant, I
traced the sale of the land forward and discovered a sale
to Martin Kibler, who held it for Christopher Bechtler.

This piqued my attention, and I found that Christo-
pher Bechtler, a German immigrant, could not buy land
because he was not a citizen. More than that, though,
Christopher Bechtler is well-known in North Carolina
history (and among coin collectors) as the man who
minted the first gold coins in the United States.*

Few people realize that the first American gold rush
was in North Carolina in the 1830s and 184o0s. It began
with the discovery of a 17-pound gold nugget on John
Reed’s farm around 1800. Reed used the stone as a door-
stop for several years until a visitor had it assayed. At this
point, Reed started mining and soon found a 28-pound
nugget. Locals would find bits of gold in the creeks and
use them to purchase supplies. Because coins and cur-
rency were in short supply in the early United States,
some states issued their own coinage and bank notes
for decades. Local leaders in North Carolina sought
someone to convert the local gold into coins and finally
convinced the recent immigrant Bechtler, a watchmaker
and inventor, to provide the service.

Like a miller, his fee was a small portion of the gold.
The Bechtler mint produced $1, $2.50, and $5 coins and
was a major source of hard money for business transac-
tions in the area. Today, a Bechtler coin in poor condition
is typically worth about $2,000, and coins in excellent
condition are worth several tens of thousands of dollars.

During the 1830s and 1840s, the Bechtler mint pro-
duced more than $4,000,000 (in 1830s values) in gold
coins and ingots, which was about 40 percent of the
coins and ingots produced in the region. The rest was
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coined by the U.S. Mint in Charlotte, which was opened
after the Bechtler mint was active.

In researching Bechtler’s mint, I located an archaeo-
logical study of his home site.” It included a plat showing
his land acquisitions, the largest of which was the land
originally granted to my ancestor, then sold and held
on Bechtler’s behalf. Because the archaeological report
showed his land transposed onto a current (1990s)
topographical map, [ now know precisely where Jesse
Freeman’s land was located. More than that, the first
gold coins stamped in the U.S. were at the Bechtler Mint,
once my ancestral land.

Another perplexity of this line was discovered when
[ was DNA tested (the first in my Freeman line to do so).
I did not match any known Freeman line. In fact, I was
not even in the same haplogroup. Within the last year
or so we have determined that somewhere around the
time of Jesse (born in 1749), there was a father that was
not a Freeman, but a Burroughs/Burrows/Burras. My
test matched a Burroughs 37 for 37. Records and family
stories (and a lack of them) hint that whatever was the
reason, it was known in the family at the time, and no
one had a problem with it.

Jesse had an older half-brother Peter, ten years his
senior. Family legend has it that Peter’s descendants have
always said they were not related to Jesse’s descendants,

Jesse Freeman grant plat, 1796, compared to Bechtler
primary land.

Created by author
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yet the families migrated to North Carolina together in
the late 1780s and lived close to each other at that time.
The DNA results show that, in fact, we are not related to
Peter’s descendants, but we are related to the surname
Burroughs.

Jesse had two sons, Malone and Robertson (my third
great-grandfather). We are hoping to determine through
further DNA testing which of two Freemans (Jesse or his
son Robertson, Jesse being the most likely candidate)
was fathered by a Burroughs. We are searching fora male
descendant of Robertson’s older brother Malone. If his
line’s DNA matches ours, then Jesse was the Burroughs
son; if not, then Robertson was the Burroughs son.

That is what makes family research so entertaining;:
Every time you find the answer to a question, it just rais-
es a new question to research.

JOSIAH CRUDUP MAYNARD AND PICKETT'S CHARGE

Another of my mother’s lines ties me to Pickett’s
Charge at Gettysburg. My great-great-grandfather Jo-
siah Crudup Maynard of Wake County served in North
Carolina’s 47th Infantry, as did his youngest brother
Sidney and Jubal Upchurch, who was both his brother-
in-law and uncle-in-law (his sister’s husband and his
wife’s uncle).? That unit was in the center of the line
at Pickett’s Charge.? Crudup (as he was known by the
family) survived the charge unharmed, but his brother
and brother-in-law both died in the battle. Crudup later
had a minor hand wound at the Battle of the Wilderness
but survived to see the surrender at Appomattox. He
lived only four years past the Civil War, but his young
widow lived until 1932.

I am still trying to locate the old Maynard family
cemetery in the Apex-Cary-Morrisville area of western
Wake County, North Carolina. It is mentioned in the
1883 will of Josiah’s father, but the only old Maynard
cemetery that I have located is in the middle of a large
housing development. I have not yet been able to track
my way back through the multitude of deeds by a small
group of developers to determine the earlier non-cor-
porate owners.

This area of what were family farms 50 years ago now
has country crossroads communities with populations
of 25,000 to 50,000 people. The area is located on the
edge of what is now known as Research Triangle Park,
and the town of Morrisville (which went for one block
in each direction from the only stoplight 40 years ago) is
now 30 percent Southeast Asian (mostly Indian), with a
Hindu temple in nearby Apex, and a community crick-
et field built to specifications for holding international

6

Pickett’s Charge, Gettysburg, North Carolina.

Map courtesy of Map by Hal Jespersen, www.cwmaps.com

test matches. My farming ancestors would be baffled by
a community with big box stores and extensive youth
cricket leagues.

RICHARD SWAIN OF MASSACHUSETTS AND

NANTUCKET

Despite some politicians’ claims that our country was
founded as a Christian nation, many early immigrants
were fleeing persecution from other Christians. The
reason our Constitution denies using a religious test for
office was that at the time there were serious religious
wars among various groups of Christians, resulting in
many Europeans fleeing to America. The Puritans, for
example, were fleeing persecution by the mainline An-
glicans-only to enact their own religious persecution
in early Massachusetts. My tenth great-grandfather
Richard Swain moved from that state because he was
jailed and fined for a heinous crime: “consorting with
Quakers.

Richard Swain (1595-1682) came from England to
Massachusetts around 1635. He moved several times
over the years, eventually living on the coast of what
today is New Hampshire. Active in his community, he
occasionally faced legal action for his friendly relations
with local Quakers. As a solution, on July 2, 1659 he and
nine other men (including his oldest son, John Swain,
who later became a Quaker) bought Nantucket Island.
Much of the island had been purchased from the Indians

March, 2016



who lived there, but the original purchaser did not take
up residence.

By the early 1660s, the men had moved their families
to Nantucket. This gave them freedom from Puritan per-
secution because at that time Nantucket and Martha’s
Vineyard were possessions of the Colony of New York,
originally a Dutch colony. Many Protestant dissenters
in the late 1500s and early 1600s England had moved
to Holland for its religious freedom. While not all of
the early settlers of Nantucket were Quakers, the others
were friends and sympathizers of the movement.

One of Richard Swain’s grandsons, Stephen Swain
(1666-1713), is my eighth great-grandfather. About 1688,
he moved south (there was extensive sea trade up and
down the coast by then) and established himself in
Chowan County, North Carolina, near Edenton. It is
unclear whether he was a Quaker, but early North Car-
olina (1600s and early 1700s) was a haven for Quakers. A
number of Quakers even held public office, which was
not allowed in most colonies. Most of the numerous
Quakers in North Carolina left the state between 1800
and 1820 over the issue of slavery. They moved to Indiana
in such large numbers that several of that state’s coun-
ties are named for the North Carolina counties they had
abandoned.

HEINRICH KESSELBERG OF GERMANY AND
GERMANTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Heinrich Kesselberg (1661-1729), my sixth great-grand-
father, immigrated to Pennsylvania from Germany
between 1683 and 1692. Baptized in a Reformed Church
in Mulheim am Ruhr, he apparently became a Menno-
nite at some point. His first American record is early
in 1692 when he applied with a group of men, most of
them known Mennonites, to become naturalized Brit-
ish citizens (without citizenship, you could not own
land). He anglicized his name as Henry Castleberry (the
mistranslation has mystified descendants ever since).
While there is no proof that he was a Mennonite, his
wife Katrin/Catherine is on the list of members of the
Germantown Mennonite church in 1700. Mennonites
generally did not marry non-members at that time. On
a visit to Germantown in 2003, I learned that not being

Henry Casselbery’s “HK” mark on a 1729 will.
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Mennonite Meeting House, 6119 Germantown Avenue,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

via Wikimedia Commons

on that first list of members does not prove that your
ancestor was not a Mennonite; the membership roster
is not complete, as a portion of the original is missing.

Henry and his wife both left wills. His children
moved to other churches, but my fifth great-grandfather
William Castleberry and his wife became members of
Great Valley Baptist Church, the first Baptist church in
Pennsylvania (founded by Welsh Baptists in 1711) which
is a denomination very close to the Mennonites in their
beliefs.

It was William who moved his family south in the
face of rising land prices, by way of the Great Wagon
Road,s and lived for two years during the 1750s in the
Shenandoah Valley. They left there in the face of dan-
gers on the frontier in the early years of the French and
Indian War. According to the records of Linville Creek
Baptist Church, of which William and his wife were two
of the founding members in 1756, many of the members
left the region because of attacks by “Indians and Pres-
byterians.” The Indians wanted them to leave, and the
Presbyterians objected to the Baptist tradition of bap-
tism by full immersion, rather than sprinkling.*® Their
minister was registered as “a dissenting minister.”” These
people later declared themselves to be Regular Baptists
and associated with the Philadelphia [Regular Baptist]
Association of Pennsylvania.
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By 1759, the family moved on to old Orange County,
North Carolina, settling near the north side of today’s
Chapel Hill. After the Battle of Alamance in 1771, in
which two of the sons served in the colonial militia, all
of the family except for my next ancestor moved south
to the area of Augusta, Georgia, where several of them
did service in the Revolutionary War.

DR. THOMAS GERARD/GERRARD: CATHOLICS,
PROTESTANTS, AND THE PERILS OF RELIGIOUS
INTOLERANCE
Dr. Thomas Gerard/Gerrard (1608-1673) was my tenth
great-grandfather in my mother’s line. Listed in the ear-
ly colonial records as a “chirurgeon” [surgeon], in 1639
he was awarded St. Clement’s Manor of 11,400 acres in
Maryland.® His brother was a passenger on The Ark and
Dove to Maryland in 1633-1634, and Thomas came in 1638
(possibly earlier; he made several trips back and forth to
England), though he did not completely move his family
to Maryland until 1650.% As a Catholic descended from
an English line dating to 1078, he was seeking religious
freedom in a time of serious religious strife in England.
His family was not just nominally Catholic. His
uncle John Gerard was a Jesuit priest who had been
tortured in the Tower of London and later founded a

college at Liege. His aunt Frances Gerard was a nun at
Gravelines in Flanders.>

As a wealthy and prominent Marylander, he was
involved in the politics of the colony. After a Puritan
takeover of the colonial government, even though
Gerrard was a member of the Maryland Council, he
was involved in Fendall’s Rebellion in 1659-1660, an
attempt to re-take control. It resulted in his temporary
banishment from the colony on a charge of treason.

By that time he already had land across the Po-
tomac River in Virginia, where several of his children
married. He was soon allowed to purchase his pardon
in Maryland for a fine of £100 and 5,000 pounds of
tobacco, and an additional 10,000 pounds of tobacco
as collateral for his good behavior.*

Though a staunch Catholic from a long line of
Catholics, his wife (Susannah Snowe) and children
were Protestants. He angered a local priest when he
built an interdenominational Protestant chapel for his
wife’s worship on St. Clement’s Manor. After her death
he moved to Westmoreland County, Virginia, where
he remarried and died. In his will he requested that he
be buried beside his first wife in Maryland.>

Another of my Maryland ancestors, Cuthbert
Phelps, appears in Virginia in 1652, but in 1654 he took
his family across the Chesapeake Bay to today’s Talbot
County on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He ac-
quired “Cudlington,” a 400-acre plot on Harris Creek,
a drowned estuary that runs south into the Choptank
River. Its outward flow is directly toward the fictional
island that is at the heart of James Michener’s novel
Chesapeake.

JAMES RAWLINS: A TORY IN PERILOUS TIMES

James Rawlins (circa 1737-circa 1780) was my fourth
great-grandfather in my father’s line. According to
family stories, he was born in England and had lived
in Massachusetts before moving to North Carolina. No
documents prove or disprove this origins story. However,
there exists a Beaufort County, North Carolina, deed in
the early 1750s of a merchant James Rawlings of Boston,
possibly his father, selling James Charlescroft 100 acres
of land on the south side of the Tar River.> My James’s
first proven record is as a witness to a deed in Martin
County, North Carolina, in 1774.

He became locally prominent in 1777 when he
was accused of being a Tory and was arrested while
fleeing with his family in a small sailboat across Lake
Mattamuskeet, then open to the Pamlico Sound, then
through the passes of the Outer Banks to the Atlantic
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who performed the weddings of several of
my other ancestors in the late 1800s.

JOHN TERRELL: THE PRICE OF LOVE

One Friday, August 1777, I understood by Report that a certain

James Rawlins was one of the Heads amongst the Tories and that he
was expected to pass by the settlement of Mattamuskeet, or to call
there about the next day, and as 1 was Resolved to apprehend him
if possible, and keeping a watch out for him, spired a small sail off
in the Sound. 1 fitted out in a Boat with four men along with me,
came up with said sail and found it to be the same James Rawlins
with his family, upon which I apprehended him and Caried him
Before a Majistrate which took the Deposition of the said James

Rawlins, August 6, 1777.

ABRAM JONES.

Sworn to before me Aug. 9, 1777.
James Davis,

Reprint of an affidavit from the North Carolina Historical and Genealogical
Register, Volume 2, Page 404, by James Robert Bent Hathaway in 1901 (out of

copyright).

Ocean. He and two other men escaped from jail,
resulting in a newspaper ad offering a £10 reward for
his apprehension as a man accused of High Treason.>
At that point he disappeared from history. He is
said to have fought and died at the Battle of Kings
Mountain in 1780. There is no evidence of it. This
assumption may be because his wife and daughter
appear in 1782 as members of Sandy Creek Baptist
Church about 20 miles west. His son George Rollins,
who was my next ancestor, was born about 1773,
supposedly in Pitt County, but lived and died in Ruth-
erford County, North Carolina. His recent headstone
in the small family cemetery includes his original
small stone cemented into the reverse side of the new
marker. One of George’s descendants was a minister

Front of George Rollins headstone.

Photo courtesy of the Author
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Reverse of George Rollins

John Terrell (circa 1705-1783/1789) was my
seventh great-grandfather in my mother’s
line. He was the grandson of Richmond
Terrell (1624-abt 1680) who came to New
Kent County, Virginia, in 1656. John had
married, but he had no children-and ap-
parently no great ardor for his wife. Instead,
he began a long-term relationship with
young Elizabeth Harrison. Despite fines
and threats by the Caroline County court,
he had three children with Elizabeth and
had moved her into his home.>

He finally tired of dealing with the
court (and, presumably, his legal wife).

A divorce was out of the question: It could be granted
only by the state assembly. He took his other option:
He moved to a state that was less “picky” about his
marital situation. In 1738, he took Elizabeth and their
children to North Carolina.

Though he can be tracked by deeds through sev-
eral counties over time, it is likely that he spent most
of the years in today’s Franklin County, where he died
half a century after abandoning his wife and property
(which the Caroline County court awarded to her) in
Virginia. He was described as the first official Franklin
County settler in a 1995 local history.>® His 1783 will re-
fers to Elizabeth and to each of his named children as
“my reputed” wife or child. It may be that the repeated
word is “respected,” but
to my eyes “reputed” is
the correct reading.

I believe his will was
his last dig at a society
that rejected his choice
of a mate, making it
impossible for him to
legally marry her and
rendering all of his
children illegitimate
before the law. Their
first child was born
about 1731, and they
were still together (and
still unmarried) when

headstone. he wrote his will in 1783.

Photo courtesy of the Author
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JOHN SEWARD AND HIS SLAVES

Only a year ago while searching for records on a number
of my lines in Brunswick County, Virginia, I stumbled
across two unexpected documents: in separate deeds,
dated June 22, 1789, and August 24, 1789, my fourth
great-grandfather John Seward (1745-1820) freed a total
of 14 slaves.”” The first deed begins with, “I John Seward
of Brunswick County in the state of Virginia for divers
good causes me these-unto moving do hereby free man-
umit and enfranchise the Negroes following.” No further
reason is given, nor does he make any other comment.
The older ones were to be freed immediately, the young-
er were to be freed when they attained an adult age (18
for the women and 25 for the men).

This was a wonderful discovery. I have found list-
ings of numerous slaves mentioned in old ancestral
wills, including a single African name in a 1790 will in
Tyrrell County, North Carolina: “one negro man Named
Barrack.® I have even found slaves mentioned in ways
suggesting a familial relationship, such as an elderly fe-
male slave: “the old wench Selvey is to be a free woman
But shall live with some of my Children which she may
think propper.” 2 But this is my first discovery of a man-
umission. In fact, later county records show one of the
freed men at age 60 (in the 1820s) registering as a free
Negro with a family of 10 free persons. He had taken the
Seward name as his own family name (as did many slaves
after the Civil War).

These two deeds raise so many questions including
why he freed these slaves. I cannot find an event that
might give motivation. Had he recently joined a church
or had a change in his religious beliefs? He lived for an-
other 30 years. He had been married for 18 years. There
was no recent birth of a child, or as far as I know, death
of a child. Indeed, were the ones freed all of his slaves, or
did he keep others in bondage? And the most frustrating
aspect of this discovery is that I will probably never be
able to find any information to answer the question of
his reasoning for freeing his 14 slaves.

10

PEOPLE MOVED FOR SERIOUS REASONS

People rarely just picked up and left where they had
lived for a long time without a compelling reason. Until
the time of coast-to-coast trains, travel was slow and
difficult. Most roads during colonial times were little
more than rough cart-paths, sometime