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One enhancement to our Irish Spring Seminar is 

the Treasures Raffle. Donations are welcome any-
time between now and March to raise funds for GFO 
and have a little fun at the same time. Popular items 
have been genealogically related, although any gift is 
appreciated. Traditionally, both new and gently-used 
items are accepted. Can you help?

Please bring the item to the GFO reception desk and 
mention it is a donation for the Treasures Raffle.

Tickets are sold for $1 each or 6 for $5, and are 
placed in separate paper sacks for each prize so you 
win only something you want. Thank you.

Volunteer Opportunities
Just a few hours of your time and a willingness to 

help can make a BIG difference.

Proof Readers Wanted
The GFO does not have a complete Bulletin index for 

publications from 1951 through the current issues. We 
are recruiting volunteers to compile indexes that will 
eventually be placed on our website. Six years have 
been completed so far. Year 2015 was published in the 
December 2015 Bulletin that you received in January. 

We need someone to proof the other completed issues 
and any further issues as they are finished. Can you 
help?  

Recruiting Research Assistants
We especially need people for Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday afternoons from 1–5 pm. If you know the 
basics of doing genealogy research, know the basics 
of using a computer, and how to answer the telephone, 
then you are a perfect match for the job. Training is 
hands-on and you would be working with another ex-
perienced person to help you. What better way to learn 
more about what the GFO has to offer! 

Please consider giving one day per week or every 
other week, or once a month. Any help you can give us 
would be greatly appreciated. Contact Cathy Lauer at 
volunteer@gfo.org.

Sunday Morning Work Parties
We have seen more participation lately and that’s 

GREAT! This is one way a few hours of your time can 
have a BIG impact. Recently, Jeanette, Chris, Bill, and 
Beth came in to help. Together they stamped and labeled 
over 500 books and periodicals that are now on the shelf 
ready for patrons to use. It’s wonderful to see the GFO 
collection growing not only in numbers, but also in the 
quality of the materials and clarity of the call numbers.

If Sunday morning just won’t work for you, please 
contact Cathy at volunteer@gfo.org and she can arrange 
training. Then you can drop by and lend a hand for an 
hour or two whenever you have the time.

 Book Group ~ DATE CHANGE!
The GFO Book Group hosted by Bonnie Randolph 

scheduled for March 12 will not be held; the next 
meeting is set for May 14, 11:45 am–12:45 pm, 

An Australia Story: The Saga of an Australian Fami-

ly Over Two Centuries, by Gordon Smith. The author 
writes about his family descended from transported 
convicts who arrived in New South Wales in 1801. 
This is a story of redemption and turmoil, violence 
and ambition, love and loss, and of course, Australia.

Special Interest Group Meetings

GFO Star
Oren Ogle 

Oren, a longtime GFO member and supporter, 
lends his expertise every Friday to catalog new 
books, a job he did professionally for PSU. 

The GFO is lucky to have his expertise entering 
book data into the catalog that does not have a Li-
brary of Congress entry. Thank you Oren.
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Beginners DNA
February, May, August, and November; 
Future dates/times TBA. 
9–11 am — Emily Aulicino, aulici-
no@hevanet.com Tim Janzen, and 
Lisa McCullough

British
4th Saturdays in odd months;  
1–3 pm — Duane Funk
duanefunk@comcast.net

DNA
See GFO calendar for date and time 
(http://gfo.org/intgrp/index.htm);  
— Emily Aulicino
aulicino@hevanet.com

Family Tree Maker
3rd Sundays; 1–3 pm  
—Laurel Smith
bearpair@comcast.net

Genealogy Books
2nd Saturdays in odd months;  
11:45 am–12:45 pm 
— Bonnie Randolph
bbrandolph@clear.net

German
1st Saturdays monthly; Sep–Jun;  
1–3 pm — Nanci Remington
nancicr@comcast.net

Illinois and Its Neighbors
2nd Saturdays monthly; 9:30–11:30 am 
— Kristy Gravlin
hannah@teleport.com
Harlene Patterson
harlene5@yahoo.com

Irish
3rd Saturdays in odd months; 12–2 pm 
— Suzanne Lemon
slemon46@yahoo.com

Italian
Saturday May 30, Jul 25, Nov 28; 12–2 
pm — Keith Pyeatt
k_pyeatt@yahoo.com 

Photoshop Elements
2nd Wednesdays monthly;  
1:30–2:30 pm — Sarah Holmes
slh@sarahlholmes.com

Virginia
1st Saturdays monthly, Sep–Jun;  
10 am–12 pm — Judi Scott
judiscot@gmail.com
Carol Surrency
lcsurr@gmail.com

Writers’ Forum
2nd Saturdays monthly, Sep–May; 1–3 
pm — Peggy Baldwin
peggy@familypassages.com
Carol Surrency 
lcsurr@gmail.com

Special Interest Groups
http://gfo.org/intgrp/index.htm

German Group

Saturday, February 6, 1:00 pm
Two for one - Presentation and Book Swap!
Gerry Lenzen will be presenting Footsteps of our 

German Ancestors. Learn how to backtrack the trail 
your ancestors left in America to their original home 
in Germany. Careful acquisition and examination 
of records and sources on this side of the ocean can 
determine where your ancestors originated on the 
other side. Learn how to record and scrutinize oral 
traditions and correspondence. Identify record types 
that point to family origins, then locate those records 
and resources.

When was the last time you actually used those 
genealogy books on your shelves? Bring a few to the 
meeting to sell or swap. A few to get you started:
An Atlas of German Migration and America by Carrie 

Elridge
Researching in Germany: A Handbook for Your Visit to the 

Homeland of Your Ancestors by Roger P Minert
If I Can, You Can Decipher Germanic Records by Edna 

Bentz

Beginners DNA Interest Group  

Saturday, February 27, 9–11 am
This group is being formed to help attendees un-

derstand the basics of genetic genealogy. It will not 
go beyond the basics, and is a separate set of classes 
from the previously established DNA group. Anyone 
is welcome to attend either group. This meeting will 
cover the following items as well as have a Q & A 
period:

•  Why test DNA and how it can help genealogy
•  Which tests help with specific areas of your pedi-

gree chart
•  The three types of DNA tests and what the results 

mean (Y-DNA, mtDNA, and atDNA) 
Both classes will have a survey to help us determine 

your level of knowledge as well as allow you to help 
determine what topics will be covered in the remain-
ing classes. Please email Emily Aulicino (aulicino@
hevanet.com) to receive a copy before attending. Com-
plete it and bring it to class or email it back to her so 
you do not have to take time to complete it in class 
before we begin.

Special Interest Group Meetings
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~~~~~~~~~ February ~~~~~~~~~
Mon 2/1	 Free to Non-Members
Wed 2/3	 10 am–12 pm	 Learn & Chat ~ NEW DATE
		 1–2 pm	 DNA Q&A
Sat 2/6	 10 vm–12 pm	 Virginia Group
		 1–3 pm	 German Group
Tues 2/9	 6–8 pm	 Board meeting
Wed 2/10	 1:30–2:30 pm	 Photoshop Elements Group
Sat 2/13	 9:30–11:30 am	 Illinois Group
		 1–3 pm	 Writers’ Forum
Wed 2/17	 10 am–12 pm	 Learn & Chat ~ NEW DATE
		 1–2 pm	 DNA Q&A
Sat 2/20	 9:30–11 am	 Hunting and Gathering
		 2–4 pm	 Monthly Program— Research in 
		  	 Eastern Canada with Thomas 
			  Higgins
Sun 2/21	 1–3 pm	 Family Tree Maker Group
Sat 2/27	 9–11 am	 New! Beginners DNA Interest  
			  Group
		 1–3 pm	 Italian Group

~~~~~~~~~ March ~~~~~~~~~
Wed 3/2	 10 am–12 pm	 Learn & Chat
		 1–2 pm	 DNA Q&A
Sat 3/5	 10 am–12 pm	 Virginia Group
		 1–3 pm	 German Group 
Mon 3/7	 Free to Non-Members
Tues 3/8	 6–8 pm	 Board meeting
Wed 3/9	 1:30–2:30 pm	 Photoshop Elements Group
Sat 3/12	 9 am–4:30 pm	 Spring Seminar: Discover Your 	
			  Irish Roots
		 Library Closed for the Seminar
	Sun 3/13	 1–3 pm	 Spring Workshop: Irish Land  
			  Records
Wed 3/16	 10 am–12 pm	 Learn & Chat
		 1–2 pm	 DNA Q&A
Sat 3/19	 9:30–11 am	 Hunting and Gathering
		 12-2 pm	 Irish Group
		 2–4 pm	 Monthly Program—Don Anderson: 	
			  Finding his birth mother and father  
			  using genetic genealogy
Sun 3/20	 1–3 pm	 Family Tree Maker Group
Sat 3/26	 11 am–1 pm	 Italian Group
		 1–3 pm	 British Group 
Sun 3/27	 Easter Holiday ~ Library Closed

http://gfo.org/calendar.htmGFO Calendar

Library Work Parties ~ every month, all welcome
Sundays 9 am–12 pm: Map project on 2nd Sunday, other projects 

on remaining Sundays


